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Mr. GORM AN. I am the only one, pe rhat S, 
*the Military Committee but what ag 
ant,as ITlearn. I did not happen to be 


en it was under co ideration form illv 


rees to this 


committee I have an objection to it 


ryt i } 
nk isagood one. I'he objection to the 


ode of transportation is the want of 


is universally known, that upon the 
of Mexi », JUST Su h lains as we have to 
in gettine to our extreme western borders 
itortes, the G srnoment of Vexico adont- 
different plan, and which has been fo 
I ances, not only the saivat 
] ; , ' 
if the salvation of their armies, 
Anna never would have 
Potosi. They 
water tanks, 
) 
rocKyY mountains 


KS ar ranged along 


ind but for ther rhich is: 

Santa Anna never would h 

reached the city of Mexico. 

Mr. BISSELL. l have seen them, after i hard 

day’s march, without water. After a hard day’s 

march of perhaps forty miles, without water, after 

irriving at them, we have found them as dry as a 

powder flask 

' Mr. GO! No doubt some of them are 

is dry as a powder flask; and if they are dry 

where is t! | C 

periment 

Pon. 

in that ciimate 

dry for six months, that is the only plan ever 

successfully carried out, and made available fon 

the supply of water. To be sure I have seen 

them dry. Ihave also seen them stale and stag- 

nant; a ‘ en compelled to drink out of 

them, a Si neg tne gventieman from Lllinois, 

Mr. Bissei n have been compelled to 

make coffee and tea of the water; and that, 

{through them. Bi 

notwithstanding, th at was better than none at all. 
: 


too, after cattle had passet l 
That is almost the only mode of obtaining water 

between Buena Vista and San Luis Potosi, a dis- 

tance of some three or four hundred miles. There 


is only one stream in that distance that furnishes 


iny water of consequence; and I have heard 


that there are some two Artesian wells. But this 


I doubt There are tanks constructed about every 
fifteen miles—large places dug out of the earth, 
walled in, and then cemented with a species of 
water lime. On the route from San Antonio to 
New Mexico you find the same kind of soil; and 
on the route to Oregon and California the same 
rocky mountains in every direction would furnish 
facilities fer supp! ying these tanks. And the only 
mode by which y ‘an obtain water is by this 
means in a very dry season. Iam by no means 
satisfied that the introduction of camels would fa- 
cliitate our transportation to these distant Terri- 
tories. 

Mr. VENABLE. I move to amend by in- 
creasing the amount to $22,000. 

I have had my attention called to this subject, 
chiefly by the researches of my friend, Colonel 
Davis, of Mississippi, during the last session of 
Congress. I am satisfied that there is no experi- 
ments in which the War Department can engage 
which is likely to be more valuable, and promises 
to saveusmuch money. My friend from Indiana 
{Mr. GoRMAN] says the Mexicans have substi- 
tuted tanks upon their lines of march. But, Sir, 
we are informed by the gentleman from Illinois, 
[Mr. Bissexx,] that they have been a failure. 
But whether they have een § iccessful, or have 
proved a failure, would be a small circumstance 
in settling this question. 


The history of the world, for thousands of 


years, has proved that the only animal that can 
be safely and profitably employed in crossing 
deserts, is the camel. They are the ships of the 
desert. The history of the earliest days presents 
us with the fact that the camel has been used in 
traversing deserts. Whatever improvements have 
taken place in the modes of transportation 
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upon the coarses 
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ime time t 


rovernment 


and remote part 

enable them to attain to 
which can o ly be 1 
linuai Intercommunication. 

We have never seen an ent 
the War Department, or by 
ment of this Government, wl 
the respect and confi 


} oa . 
s, tne expense el ds. 


tiltutes the ‘ 


lat IS me S300 000 | 
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\rabian horse, be 

> camel will endure 
the committee Wi 
t It is a moral « 

f civilization 

will five to | 

bring them the we 

camel, in the cor 

means of transportation tha: 

can bear fatigue; he can bear 

bear abstinences; and above 

nence from water, whilst he ca 

for those who ride him. 

Mr. McCORKLE. This strike 
novel amendment, not to 
Travelers to the Pacific coast 
water for a single d iv upon 
time has been when these 
une xplored, and there may hav 
tne emigrant Was caugit in 
water. But upon the northe: 
nia, throuch the South Pa 
of ever being without w 
Upon the southern route ‘= > 
Colorado river, there are two or 
erts, each of thirty or forty miles 
crossed, where there is no wate: 
takes water in his wagon, and oe 
any difficulty, except the sufferi 
obliged to endure for the ws 
have most of us been over the pl 
see what we called ** the elep 
expected to see the camel. y 
be a new and extraordinary animal in our me 
rerie, , 

Mr. VENABLE. Both the 
were introduced into this countr 
iards. I never apprehended the 
be thirsty because the camel drank s 
—never in the world; but the ¢ 
water upon his back for the purpose of 


the traveler, as is done in the East. ter. He never 


Mr. McCORKLE. I do not know anything Mr. GOODENOW 


y 


x 


of the natural history of the camel. I yield to the is amendment 
gentleman all he claims; but iot wish this ture of ri 
appropriation ‘to be made here upon the ground Vir. WILCOX 
that that animal is of any use whatever upon the ‘ > payment « 
plains. If the gentleman wishes simply to int: 

duce the camel into the United States, let him 

his argument upon that ground, and not i 

it upon the ground that itis necessary 


ersing the plains between here and California. led his remar! e mmittee ¢ 
| 


! 


ad cor 


l In Military 
do not believe a man who has spent but i f 3 decided t t was ate claim 
the plains or in the mountains, instead of one that The CHAIRMAN it statement arre 


. ae : \ ’  apeiieiine: dena 
has been living there for twenty years, would have uttention of the ¢ ipon yesterday, and 
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took it that it went to produce the impression that 
the amendment was not in order. If itisa private 
claim the amendment is not in order. The Chair 
subsequently considered the subject and deter- 
mined to rule the amendment in order, upon the 
ground that it is not a private claim, but an ap- 
propriation to pay a large number of men for ser- 
vices rendered the country according to law. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I make another point of 
order, as the Chair rules it is not a private claim 
mn the face of the decision of the Military Com- 
mittee, which I did not suppose he would. I 
make the point that there is no law now author- 
izing the appropriation of this money. Under the 
8ist rule, no appropriation can be made in any 
appropriation bill, except in pursuance of law, or 
to carry on some object already appropriated for. 
The payment of this claim is not authorized by 
any law now in existence. 

The CHAIRMAN. TheChair would suggest 
to the gentleman from Alabama that, at the time 
these services were rendered, a law existed, in 
pursuance of which they were recognized. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That law expired by its 
own limitation. There is no law now. I make 
the point that there is no law now, and not that 
there was no law then, to pay this claim; and is, 
therefore, not in order here. If this private claim 
be admitted into this appropriation bill, the whole 
Private Calendar may be introduced. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. It is perfectly 
in order to move an amendment to sustain any of 
the Departments of the Government. Thereis a 
law for the support of the War Department, and 
I think it necessary for the support of that Depart- 
ment that these soldiers should be paid. 

Mr. HOUSTON. A Department of Govern- 
ment does not mean that. 
ment here at Washington. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I think the Army is one of 
the most important Departments of the Govern- 
ment, 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman’s construc- 
tion would cause to be introduced here the whole 
private docket. livery single one grows out of 
something done for the Government. 

Mr. MEADE. The Third Auditor, in the letter 
I read yesterday to the committee, considers there 
is authority for him to pay, and he would pay 
these claims, but for the decision made by his 
predecessors. Surely this cannot be considered a 
it is for the payment of an entire 
company, recognized by law as being mustered 
into the service of the United States, and who have 
not received their arrearages. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will raise another point. 
The last section directs that the money appropri- 
ated in this bill shall be applied to the current ser- 
vice of the Government, and that no part it of shall 
go to pay any old debts. 

Mr. GAYLORD. We will 


{Laughter.] 


The CHAIRMAN. The section to which the 
gentleman alludes, is as follows: 


private claim. 


strike that out. 


Sec. 2. .4nd be it further enacted, That all acts or parts 
of acts authorizing the President of the United States, or 
the Secretary of the proper Department, under his direction, 
to transfer any portion of the moneys appropriated for a 
particular branch of expenditure in that Department, to be 
applied to another branch of expenditure in the same De 
partment, be, and are hereby, so far as relates to the De- 
partment of War, repealed; and no portion of the moneys 
appropriated by this act shall be applied to the payment of 
any expenses incurred prior to the first day of July, 1852. 

The Chair is inclined to the belief that the 
amendment would be inconsistent with this pro- 
vision of the bill, which has been passed over, and 
cannot now beamended. The other points raised 
by the gentleman, the Chair overrules. 

Mr. MEADE. Do I understand the Chair as 
deciding the amendment to be out of order? 

The CHAIRMAN. TheChair would be glad 
to hear any suggestions in relation to the matter. 
Upon the points of order previously raised by the 
gentleman from Alabama, the Chair decides the 
amendment to be in order. The Chair is inclined 
to the belief that it would be inconsistent with the 
provision of the bill just read, and which has al- 
ready been acted upon. 

Mr. FOWLER. If it be in order to insert this 
amendment to pay that company, would it not be 
in order to insert an amendment to pay the claim 
of Massachusetts for services in the same war? 
That claim is pending before the House. I desire 
to know that fact of the Chair. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the 


amendment to be out of order, upon the last point 


f 


raised by the gentleman from Alabama, |Mr. | 


Houston. 

Mr. MEADE. Has the bill been read through? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
through. 

Mr. MEADE. 
in the shape of a proviso, after the last line. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman cannot do it. 
Other amendments have been added since. 
have passed one or two sections. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
jt is not in order. 


Mr. POLK. I wish to 


| ment. 


the last point raised by the gentleman from Ala- | 


Mr. MEADE. 
the decision of the Chair. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 


The bill has been read 


Then I move that amendment 


We 
The Chair must rule that | 
submit an amend- | 
1 must take an appeal from | 


Has the Chair | 


decided this amendment to be out of order, upon | 


bama, [Mr. Houston ?} 
The CHAIRMAN. 


Yes,sir. It is inconsist- 


| ent with the part of the bill already acted upon, 
| aud it cannot be amended. 


| have passed from this question. 


It means the Depart- | 


| rule is, that after 


Mr. STEPHENS. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
appeal. 

Mr. POLK. I will withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I object to the withdrawal. 

Mr. POLK. As the amendment has not been 
reported, | have a right to withdraw it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That will not benefit my 
friend from Georgia, [Mr. Stepuens,} for we 


I take an appeal. 
It is too late to 


cided, and amendments have been received. 
are acting upon other matter, and it is therefore 
too late to appeal from the decision which the 
Chair made. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I wish it understood, that I 
object to the withdrawal of the amendment of the 
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Poik.]} 

Mr. POLK. The amendment I offered was 
not reported by the Clerk, and I havea right to 
withdraw it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair believes the 
an amendment has been sub- 
mitted, read at the Clerk’s desk, and reported to 
the House, it is too late to withdraw it if any ob- 
jection be made; but the amendment submitted by 


the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Poik] has 


not been reported to the House. 
Mr. DUNHAM. Then he cannot withdraw 


| it, because it is not before the House. 


| the point of order. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I wish to say 
a few, very few words upon the point of order. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I object to any debate upon 
It is not debatable. 
Mr. STEPHENS. Why not? 
Mr. HOUSTON. 


| closed. 


The CHAIRMAN. 


| abama [Mr. Houston] can state his point of or- 


der. 


It is not, however, debatable. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 
and the Chair sustained the point I made. 


| gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Sternens] appeals, 


but he cannot make any statement about it. 
debate upon it is in order. 
Mr. STEPHENS. I insist that I have a right 
to state the grounds upon which | take an appeal. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Geor- 
gia can state his appeal. 


Mr. STEPHENS. We have in committee 


after debate is stopped, the same limitation to de- | 


| bate an appeal which we have to debate an amend- 


| the right to debate an appeal the same as the right | 


ment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Not at all. 

Mr. STEPHENS. There is no rule of the 
House declaring debate on an appeal in committee 
out of order; and after debate has been closed in 
committee by resolution of the House, we have 


to debate an amendment—we have the right for a 
five minutes’ debate. This is my understanding 
of the proper construction of the rules of the 
House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The universal practice of 
the House is—and my friend from Georgia [Mr. 
Srepruens] will not doubt it—that there is no de- 
bate upon appeals from the decision of the Chair. 
Debate has been stopped. 


The CHAIRMAN. So far as every other 


question is concerned, debate is cut off except in 


take an | 


lt has been de- | 


We | 


Because debate has been | 


The gentleman from Al- | 


I stated my point of order, | 
The | 


No 
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cases excepted by the rule, and that is to explain 
and oppose an amendment. Under a specific rule 
debatets now cut off. 

Mr. STEPHENS. My object was to show 
the Chair, and the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. 
Hovwston,] that the decision was wrong. If 
cannot have an opportunity to make that state- 
ment, I withdraw the appeal. 

Mr. WILCOX. I submit the following amend- 
ment: 

And be it further enacted, That the proper accounting 
officers of the Treasury be authorized to adjust and pay, 
with interest from the 17th Oecetober, 3823, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the bai 
ance due tothe Petersburg, Virginia, volunteers whoserved 
in Canada during the war of 1812 with Great Britain; said 
balance for pay, rations, and arms, and traveling allowance 
having been withheld from them by Paymaster Joseph G. 
Chalmers, who became insolvent ; and nothing in any pre- 
ceding part of this act shaft prevent the payment hereby 
provided for said volunteers. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Irise to a point of order. 
That amendment is out of order, according to the 
rule adopted in all the appropriation bills. An 
amendment precisely of the same character as this, 
offered by my colleague, [Mr. Gorman,] to pay 
the clerks of the Delaware breakwater for services 
rendered in accordance with law, was ruled out in 
the civil and diplomatic bill. This is clearly a 
private claim. 

Mr. MEADE. The gentleman from Indiana 
[Mr. Dunnam] has made a point of order, that 
this is a private claim, which the Chair has pre- 
viously overruled. ‘There are three lines added 
to the original amendment, which obviates the 
point of order made by the gentleman from Ala- 
bama, [Mr. Hovston,] and which the Chair sus- 
tained. This clause made an exception. 

The CHAIRMAN. Therule of the commit- 
tee, as the Chair understands it, is, that when a 
bill is read over by sections, and acted upon, no sec- 
tion or paragraph so acted upon can afterwards be 
altered by a proposition to amend with anythin 
inconsistent with it. The last clause of the bil} 
has been read and passed, and it is a part of the 
bill, and the Chair rules that there can be nothing 
added to the bill inconsistent with that clause, and 
therefore rules the amendment of the gentleman 
from Mississippi [Mr. Witcox] to be out of or- 
der. 

Mr. MEADE. 
cision of the Chair. 

The question was then taken upon the appeal, 
and it was decided in the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained, 


Mr. POLK. I offer the following amendment: 


Provided, That the first proviso of the thirteenth section 
of the act approved March 3d, 1847, entitled an * An act 
making provision for an additional number of general offi 
cers, and for other purposes,’’ be and the same is hereby 
repealed, so as to place the officers of the Disbursing De- 
partments upon the same footing with respect to rank. 


I take an appeal from the de- 


The amendment explains itself. Itis merely to 
place officers of the Disbursing Department upon 
the same footing with those of the Quartermaster’s 
Department. It does not increase their pay, but 
merely gives the right of position in the Army 
which is held by the commissaries and quarter- 
masters. I hope the amendment will be aan. 

Mr. GORMAN. I am sorry that the gentle- 
man offered that amendment, because it cannot be 


| debated in afive minutes speech. I cannot see my- 


self, how it is oe that a paymaster does not 


occupy equivalent rank with the quartermaster or 


commissary. The mere question of rank in a 
Paymaster’s Department gives no additional pay. 
That is true. The question of rank is, as I under- 
stand it, the same with the paymaster as it is with 
the quartermaster, except upon courts-martial. 
Why it is they desire this, unless by some con- 
struction given by the War Department it will 
give additional pay, I am at loss to know. They 


_are now upon the same footing, except perhaps 


|| onels—they have nocolonels. If they have 


i 


upon courts-martial. 

Mr. WEIGHTMAN. I can explain that fact 
to the gentleman, if he will allow me. 

Mr. GORMAN. They have no lieutenant col- 





Mr. POLK. In the organization of that depart- 
ment by the act of 1849, they have one paymas- 
ter general, with the rank of colonel, and two as- 
sistant paymasters, with the rank of lieutenant- 
colonel, and twenty-five majors. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to raisea point of order 
upon the amendment. This amendment does not 
make an appropriation, but it is a change of the law 





1852. 








jn regard to military rank in the Army, and it is, 
therefore, not germane to the bill now before the 
committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. It purports to be a pro- 
viso, but certainly is not germane to anything in 
this bill, The Chair sustains the point of order 
raised by the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. 
Hovusron.] 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
it can be a proviso. 

Mr. POLK. Will it be in order to make it an 
additional section? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will be compelled 
to rule the amendment out oforder. It is changing 
the rank and condition of the Army, and it is not 
germane to the subject of the bill. © 
~ Mr. POLK. Willthe chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means (Mr. Hovsron] tell 
me where it can be introduced to be in order? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. With the permis- 
sion of the committee, I will read the section which 
my colleague [Mr. Potx] wishes to perfect, to 
show that 

Mr. BISSELL. If the amendment is ruled out 
of order, I object to any further discussion upon 
the subject. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the committee 
rise, and repert the bill. 

Mr. POLK. I take an appeal from the decision 
of the Chair. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee {Mr. Pork] submitted an amendment, 
which has been reported to the House, and which 
has been ruled out of order by the Chair. From 
that decision the gentleman takes an appeal. The 

now Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee? 
The question was then taken, and it was de- 
ided in the affirmative. 
So the decision of the 
Mr. McCORKLE. 
ment: 

And he furth of or 
so much thereo! as m: sis hereby appropri 
ated to pay the soldiers and officers who served in the war 


with Mexico as volunteers under Colonel Fré:nont, for their 


There 


is nothing to which 





question iS, 


Chair was sustained. 
he following amend- 


Loffert! 


er enacted, That the sum 


necessary 


27 1,000, 


be 





fervices as such, according to the terms on which they en- 
tered such service. 
Mr. JONES I submit that that is another pri- 


vate claim, and 
ment to this bill 


be offered an amend- 
Lask the gentleman from Cal- 
if ornia if there is any law authorizing the payment 
of 


cannot as 


Dlil. 


Mr. McCORKLE. 


passed for 


on 3 
There was a general law 
the payment of claims of this sort. 


The CHAIRMAN. This amendment stands 
pretty much in the same position as the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. 


W ticox,] and the Chair rules it out of order. 

Mr. BISSELL. I offer 
ment: 

That paymasters’ clerks shall be entitled to receive one 
ration per day when on duty at their stations, to be com- 
muted at the price now authorized when traveling on duty. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I raise the ques- 
tion of order upon that amendment, that it does 

not relate to any part of this bill, and that there is 
no general law authorizing the c lerke of paymas- 
ters to receive rations. 

Mr. HOUSTON. They are not paid in this 
bill at all, but in the civil and diplontatio bill. 

Mr. BISSELL. if this bill does not provide 
for the payment of military officers and of persons 
employed in the military dey vartment of the Gov- 
ernment, I do not know he it does. This 
amendment proposes simply to increase the pay 
of one class of the employees in that department. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands 
the gentleman from Alabama to say, that the pay 
of paymasters and the officers provided for in this 
amendment is included in the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill, and constitutes no part of the 
subject-matter of this bill. 

Mr. BISSELL. It might be very properly a 
part of this bill. I apprehend that a paymaster 
is a military officer. 

Mr. HOUSTON. These officers were 
for in the civil and diplomatic bill, whic 
a few days ago. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
amendment out of order. 

Mr. HOWARD. I offer the following amend- 
ment: 

That the President of the United States is hereby author- 


the following amend- 


age ser 
i passed 


The Chair rules the 


ized to accept the services of as many companies of mounted | 


) one hundred men to each company. 


| months from the time they are mustered into service. 


i equipments, 


Tex 


as rangers as he may d 


eem necessary for the protection 
of the frontier: Provided, That the whole force thus raised 
and employed in Texas shall not exceed five companies, of 


Each of said companies 
of rangers shall consist of one captain, one first, 
ond, and one third lieutenant, five sergeants, five corporals, 
and one hundred privates, who shall engage to serve twelve 
That 
said rangers shall provide their own horses, clothes, and 
with the exception of arms and ammunition, 
which shall be supplied by the Government. That the com 
missioned officers shall receive the same pay and emolu 
ments as Officers of the same grade in the United States 
Army, and shall receive the same forage and rations as 
these of the same grade in the Army of the United States; 
and the non-commissioned officers shall the 
pay, torage, and rations as were allowed to volunteers 
during the late war with Mexico, but shall in no case 
entitled to pay for the loss of horses or private 
That when the President shall deem tt necessary to employ 


one sec 


receive same 


be 


property. 


any portion of said force, he shall cause the Governor of 
Texas to be notified thereof, designating the number ot 
companies and place of muster, and the Governor shall se 

lect said companies, who, when mustered inte service, shall 


be subject to the rules and articles of war. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
is clearly not in order. 


That amendment 
It is not germane to the 


| bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order. The amendment proposes to 
change the constitution of the forces for the pro- 


( tection of the frontier. It is also inconsistent with 
la provision of the bill which hi alre 
acted upon and passed over. The gentleman from 
Texas will remember that the Chair distinctly 
stated, a little while ago, that the practice of the 
committee was to read over the bill by 
that when a ‘tion had acted d 
vassed over it was no longer liable to amendment, 
and that nothing could be dopt d afterwards 
consistent with what had been thus passed over. 
Mr. HOWARD. [do not know what porti: 
the bill my amendment is inconsistent wi 


The CHAIRMAN. 


been idy 


is 


sections, 


se been upon at 


‘Ti et 
I nereis a section ot a] 


e 

} bill with which the Chairthinks it is inconsistent 

HOWARD. I should lke the Chair to 

point out what provision of the bill my amend- 
ment is inconsistent with. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the 


rentleman from Lexas, at any rate, makes an ap- 


no law 





propriation in pursuance ¢ if now existing. 
Tt proposes to raise a new force 
Mr. HOWARD. Myamendment proposes no 
. rs 1 ¢} T} ; ee ‘ 
appropriation, and the Chair will recollect 


under a general law, the President—— 

[Cries of ** Order!’ ** Order | 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the rentleman from 
Texas appeal from the decision of the Chair: 

| Mr. HOWARD. No, [do not un 

what the decision of the Chair 1 

The CH tMAN. The Chair decides tl 
the amendment is out of order. 

Mr. HENN. I offer the f 

| tional section to the bill. 

Sec. And be it further ena 
Secretary of War be, and he is hereby 
tribute arms to the several States and ‘Territories, upon the 
basis of the number of free white male inhabitants of the 
respective States and Territories, over the age ghtes 
years and under the forty five years, as shown 
|} the latest census taken by authority of Congress. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That amendment 
is not in order. It is notin pursuanée of any law 
now existing, and it has no connection with this 
bill. The arming of the militia is a separate and 
distinct subject from the pay of the regular Army. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides 
amendment to be out of order. 

Mr. BISSELL. I move that the committee do 
now rise. 

1e question was put, and decided in the nega- 

The quest put, and decided in tl 
tive. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

Mr. GORMAN. I offer the 

| ment: 

That the sum of $400 be paid to the adjutant of the sec 
ond regiment of artillery, for the use of the regimental fund, 
for instruments belonging to the band of said regiment, 
which were lest or destroyed, by casualties, during the bat 
tles of Cerro Gordo and Molino del Rey, the musicians 
having been ordered into the ranks. 

lL presume that is in order. 
tion of money. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understand, from the read- 
ing of the amendment, that this is a Pp rivate claim. 

‘Mr. GORMAN. It is a proposition to pay for 
munitions of war, recognized as such by the arti- 
cles of war. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I make the point of order 
that this is a private claim. If understand that it 


Sir; 


lowing as < 


ted, That hereafter the 
2uthorized to dis 


ot 
» OL e@l it 


by 


age ol 


the 


following amend- 


It is an appropria- 
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has not been exami 


House. 
The CHAIRMAN, 


reg urd it 


Mr. 


GORMAN. 


ned 


as & private c! 


by any 


committee 


The Chair ts disp 
aim. 
I hope t 


he Cha 


suggestion in relation to that amendment. 
be compelled to appeal from the decision of the 


Chatr. 


um 
of the munitions of war 
W ould 


and drum are. 


an 


appropri: ation 


Here is ac 


and fifes for the Army? 


ment is as legitimate as anything can | 


and | 


priation bill, 
reader. 


M 


upon 


bill already 


The 


this to be a 


Molino 


a particular 


in this 


just 


not be ino 


1 insist that this a 


what? Fy 
as much 


rde 


for 


bill to 


to 


Lir Whi 


we wwe 
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sed t 


| hear a 


I shall 


ra part 


as the fife 


to make 
drums 
amen 

bill 


this 


can show the Chair, in the last vers appro 
items of a similar character, ad ini 
FOWLER. I ruise A question of order 
another consideration, and that is, that the 
ndment is inconsistent with a se 1 of the 

assed. 

CHAIRMAN, The Chair understands 
proposition to indemnify a particula 
individual for losses incurred at Cerro Gordo and 
del Rey, that instruments belor ring to 
the regiment were there lost, that the loss fell upon 
individual or individuals, and that 

this amendmen proposes to indemnify them | 


that loss. Ont hat rroul 1, the Chair h , ds itto be 
a private claim, and rules the amendme nt out f 
order. 
Mr. GORMAN. From that decision I anpea 
The question was put—*‘ Shall the decision of 
the Cha r stand as the lemme ot ¢ ommut 
tee?’’—and it was decided the tive 
so tl e dec} ion of t} (* I i ruined 
Mr. STANTON, Ohio. I offer the follow 
I as an additional mn to the bill 
= It all be t ie e Preside f ihe vi 
ted States t ‘ it +s now in the ne : 
et pt uch a2 ar neces the protection of } 
{ s if 1 todian depredat ne and to rote t u 
' erty at tl t 2a ‘ sof the United Stat ) 
t wnded and barg et du py 
‘ isenul \ 
Mr. SWEETSER. I would inquire of my 
le é he | ato ¢ na ety . 
Mr. ION] ofl l'er ‘ é | ‘ 
on of order I subm hat amet it is 
rif) in orde a) \ , h ie 
Army, for which th > AK i pvt 
tion. 
7 4 v } » 
Tl HYTATRM AN. The rr unend- 
ment out of rd - 
Mr. Mk \DI . Iw off iment 
n » ' ,g é G I no; tu ty r 
recon deri tof det {t seems to 
that, Dy f i t h 
x tion ts tal 1 on the point of | 
~ Nl of ee (yy le ! 6* ()rcle ’ 
The CHAIRMAN De not te 
Mr MI ADE l W } > ca the at ntuon of 
he Chair to the fact 
[Shouts of ** Ord 66 Order '*") 
Mr. MEADE. Lof wing as an adé 
tional section to the bill 
Src. 4. And he it furthe nacted, T tt proper a 
counting officers of the Tr be aut L to adjust 
and pay, with interest from the !7th October, 1815, eat of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the 
balance due to the Petersbure Virginia volunteers who 
served in Canada during war of 1812, with Great 
Britain; said balance for pay, rations, arms, and traveling 
allowance, having been withheld from them by Paymaster 
Joseph G. Chalmers, who became insolvent. 


Mr. 


I subn 


Mr. 


yw that this 
to show that 


at all. 


Mr. 


based uy 


Mr. 
the Chair— 
The CHAIRMAN. 


order, except by unanimous consent. 


GOODENOW. 


i 


oa before. 
ME 
committee 
to sh 


it that this same 
ind ruled 
ADE. Ia 
to read the | 


amen 


GOODENOW. 


MEADE 


a 


| 
i 


it does not 


on different grounds er 
l wish to present 


I rise to a point 
mendment has 


out of orde rby t 


— td 


appropriate an 


But my point o 
tirely. 


No further det 


Mr. GOODENOW. [ object. 

Mr. MEADE. I wish to direct the 
of the Chair to the last four lines 
ask the indulgence of the committee for 


pose. 


‘ i 


shall 


he 


It provide —— 


iat no portion of the u 


' 


applied to the pay 


prior to the first day of July, 


Uh 


neys appropriated 


of order. 
npr 
he Ch uly 


t 
nee 


of the 


th indulgence 
ast four lines of the section, 
ment is in order. I wish 


y money 
for le ria 


nt ¢t 
Is Pont ) 
i 


vate is in 


attentio 


of the bill, and I 


that pur- 


by this act 


ent of any expenses incurred 
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———— eee 
,ow,. that ame ndment does not prepose Lo ap 
iv portion of the money appropriated 
i ( It directs the money to be paid 
ut of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
ippropriated, Now, this money is otherwise ap 
priated, 
lhe CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules the 
amendment » be out of order. 
Mr. HOUSTON { now insist upon the mo- 
tion of my friend from Ohio [Mr. Tayior] that 


and report the bill. 
The motion was ag 
Thecom 


' 
resumed the 


ne committee rise 
reed lo. 


ritte eaccordingly rose,and the Spe akel 


having chair, tne cl (Mr. 


Mirman 


Bocock) reported that the Committee of the 
Whole on the tate of the Union had, accordin 

to order, had the Union generally under con- 
idera 1Oli, ft ( pa tl ularly Hou t bill No. ny, 
making appi ypriation for the su p port of the 
Army for the year ending June 30th, 1853, and 
had instru ted pimil preport the ime€ tothe Hou e 
with sundry amendments thereto 

Mr HOU PON I now isk the previous 
qu ion 1 | d amendments. 

Mr. MEADE I wish to appeal to the gentle 

n troi A! Oo withdraw the demat d for 
pre us au ion, and allow me to offer my 
nendm nti e propel place, so as to avoid the 
que Lioil tr ordei j Wi | renew the call f the 
rentier will ¢ end to me that privilece. 

[Cries of ** No ‘Nyn!” 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 would very gladly accom- 
modate the gentleman, but lam appealed to onall 
sides not to withdy iw it. 

The pre vious question was then seconded, and 
I ma n que tion ore ered to be put. 

The SPEAKER. The usual course will now 


} 


will be read 


over by the ¢ lerk . and such as there is 


ye pul sued The amendments 


no ovpyec- 


tion wo will be adopted by a single vote. 

The amendmer were then reported by the 
Clerk, 

Mr. WALSH ealled for a separate vole upon 


and 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee 
ote upon the filth 
The question was 


, a ae ; 
tne fourth amendment, 


, called for a separate 
amendment. 
then put, and the other amend- 


House. 


ments were concurred in by the 


The question then recurred upon the adoption 
of the fo i endment, which is “as follows: 
And be it further enacted, That so much of the act 
making appr ons for the Army for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1851. approved 20th of September, 1850, as 


provides extra pay to the commissioned officers and en 


listed men of the United States Ariny in Oregon and Cali 
tornia, be na the ne hereby, continued for one vear 
from the Ist day of March, 1852; and that the provisions 
f the last mentioned aet be, and are hereby, extended to 
New M luring the current year provided for by this 
sector uid that 1,000 be, and hereby is, appropriated 
for that purpose: P led, That said officers and menshall 
receive only one hall of the increased amount over the 
regular pay allowed by law 
et 
The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 
rare er . . 7 
The hfth amendment was then repor ed, as fol- 
lows: 
“For the purpose ot testing the practicability of employ 
ing came upon the plains as a substitute for horses, 


@20 000.9" 


Mr. FOWLER. U 


pon that amendment I de- 
s, and tellers upon the yeas 


mand the yeas and nay 
and nays 

Teller were ord 
STEPHENS of 


Mr.SWEE 


is no qui 


ered; and Messrs. Bocock, and 
ere appointed. 

Itis very evident that there 
I move that the House do 


Georgia, W 
TSER 
rum present. 
now adjourn. 

The motion was rreed 
c yunted— ‘caus 


at eleven o’clock, a. m. 


1 to—ayes 68, noes not 


ind the adjourned til 


to-morrow 


PETITIONS. 
lhe following petinons, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees: 
By Mr. PARKER, of Pennsylvania: The petition of R. 
C. Hale and 20 others, citizens of Miflin county, Penn 
syivania, praving Congress to pass the bill introduced into 


the House of Re presentatives by the Hon. Edward Stanly. 
entitled “A bill to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury 


to deposit with the several States the fourth installment of 


the deposits of the public money directed to be made with 
said States by the act approved 23d June, 1836. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The petition of George 
Wood and 4) others, citizens of Lauderdale county ; 


Also, the petition of Robert Phelps and 17 others, of same 
eounty 5 


Also, the petition of 
Wayne county ; 


Isham Moody 


and 60 others, of 
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Also, the petition of Dougald McLaughlin and 35 others, 
of same county ; 

Also, the petition of J. G. 
Smith county ; 

Also, the petition of A. McDonoldand 51 others, of New 
ton county; 

Also, the petition of D. R. 
Clarke county, ( 
land office 
same State. 

By Mr. HART: The petition of G. E. Douglass and 
others, residing in the city of New York, praying for the 
passage of a law for the better protection of the lives of pas 
sengers on board of vessels propelled by steam. 


Blackwell and 92 others, of 


Pool and 130 other citizens of 
in all 416,) praying for the removal of the 
from Augusta, Mississippi, to Paulding, in the 


IN SENATE. 
SATURDAY, August 14, 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Burier. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a message from the President of the United 
States, communicating, in compliance with a reso- 
lution of the Senate, information in regard to the 
controversies between the United States consul at 
Acapuleo and the Mexican authorities; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
and ordered to be printed. 
Also, a report of the Postmaster General, made 
with a resolution of the Senate, 
printing, binding, and advertising 


1852. 


fi compliance 


respecting the 


executed for or by order of that Department: 
which was read. 
A motion by Mr. Hamuin, that the report be 


printed, was referred to the Committee on Print- 

lis 
CONTUMACY OF A WITNESS. 

Mr. BORLAND. The Senate will recollect 
that yesterday morning the chairman of the Sne- 
cial Committee, raised by the Senate on the 6th 
of this month, reported that a witness, summoned 
by that committee, had proved contumacious. A 

resolution was submitted by the direction of the 
committee, to deal with that contumacious individ- 
ual. This morning, the witness reappeared be- 
fore the committee, and took the oath, and his 
examination as a witness was commenced. By the 
direction of the committee, I therefore announce 
this facet to the Senate, and desire that the resolu- 
tion submitted yeste ards Ly may be taken up for the 
purpose of being laid on the table. 

The resolution was taken up, and the motion to 
Ly on the table was acreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On the motion of Mr. ATCHISON, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of Executive busi- 
and, after a short time spent therein, 
doors were reopened, 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of John L. 
Sullivan, praying that certain amendments may 
be made to the bill for the, protection of lives of 
passengers on board vessels propelled in whole or 
in part by steam; which was ordered to be laid on 
the table. 

Also, a petition of the Humane Society of Mas- 
sachusetts, praying the enactment of such addi- 
tional laws as will more effectually protect the 
lives of passengers on board vessels propelled in 
whole or in part by steam; which was ordered to 
be laid on the table. 

Mr. FISH presented a petition of the New 
York and Havre Mail Steamship Company, ask- 

ing the recrular appropriation for the service per- 
formed by them under their contract with the 
Post Office Department; which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SUMNER presented the petition of the 
heirs of Abraham Hunt, praying some allowance 
in consideration of the services of their ancestor 
during the war of the Revolution; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. SMITH presented a petition of citizens of 
Willamantic, Connecticut, praying that the home- 
stead bill may become a law: which was ordered 
to be laid on the table. 


REPORT FROM A STANDING COMMITTEE. 

Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the petition 
of Evariste Blanc, asked to be discharged from 
the further consideration thereof, and that the pe- 
titioner have leave to withdraw his petition and 
papers; which was agreed to. 

BILLS PASSED. 


The following engrossed bills were severally 
read a third time, and passed: 


1 
ii 


Ness; 


the 
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Bill for the relief of eas F. B. Levely; 

Bill for the relief of the petty office nd sea 
men of the United States Gignte Btiesbaies 

sill for the relief of Purser T. P. McBlair: 

Bill for the relief of Emelie iS. 

Bill for the relief of Brevet Major H. I 
drick; 

Bill for the relief of John Tucker: 

3ill for the relief of C. E. Greneaux; 

Bill to grant a pension to the widow and chil 
dren of John Balster; 

sill for the relief of Sally J. Mathews; 

sill for the relief of John Mocre White; 

sill to confer on John W. Quinney, a member 
of the Stockbridge tribe of Indians, the rights of 
citizenship of the United States, and for othe: 
purposes, 

sill for the relief of George Stealey : 

Bill for the relief of Elizabeth Armistead 

Bill for the relief of Mrs. Mary A. 
widow of Daniel W. Davis; 

Bill for the relief of Priscilla C. Simonds; 

sill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Samuel Prioleau, deceased; 

Bill for the relief of Catharine Proctor Hayden, 
only heir of John White, late lieutenant colone) 
in the fourth Georgia battalion of the revolut 
ary army; and 

Bill for the relief of 





Davis 


J. Boyd, of Louisiana 


MARY E. D. BLANEY. 

The bill for the relief of Mary E. D. Blaney, 
widow of the late Major George Blaney, was read 
a third time. 

Mr. WALKER. That, I believe,isabill in which 
allowance is made for interest. When it was or 
dered toathird reading, the Senator from Delaware 
{[Mr. Bayarp] was unfortunately out of his seat 
I will now content myself simply with asking the 
yeas and nays on its passage, inte nding myself to 
vote in favor of it. There are several cases behind 
that, involving the same principle, and I ask for 
the yeas and nays, that we may ha ave a pre cedent 
falling within the knowledge of the Senator whe 
we come to act on subsequent bills. [am in favor 
of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; 
taken, resulted—yeas 16, nays 17, as 

Y EAS—Messrs. Badger, Brooke, Charlton, De Saussure, 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Foot, Hamlin, Mallory, Seward, 
Soulé, Spruance, Sumner, Underwood, Upham, Wad: 
and Walker—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. 


and being 
foll« WS: 


Adams, Atchison, Bayard, Bell, Brad 


bury, Bright, Cass, Chase, Clemens, Dodge of Iowa, Doug 
las, Downs, Feleh, Fish, King, Meriwether, and Weller— 
7. 


So the bill was rejected. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. BRIGHT, by unanimous consent, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill granting the 
right of way and making a grant of land to the 
States of Indiana and Illinois, in aid of the con- 
struction ofa railroad from Terre Haute to Spring 
field; which was read a first and second time by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 


MESSAGE FROM THE 


A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announcing 
that it had passed a bill to establish certain post 
roads; which was read a first and second time by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

The message also contained a request that the 
Senate would furnish the House with a certified 
copy of the bill of the Senate appropriating Jand 
scrip in full and final satisfaction of Virginia mili 
tary bounty land warrants; the engrossed _ bill 
having been mislaid since it was received from the 
Senate. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the message, and in conformity therewith, it was 


HOUSE. 


| so ordered. 


EMOLUMENTS OF GENERALS SCOTT AND 
PIERCE. 


Mr. MERIWETHER. I ask the Senate to 
take up the resolution which I submitted on Thurs- 
day. I apprehend it will take but a few moments 


| to adopt it. 


The motion was agreed to, and the resolution 


| was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 
quested to inform the Senate what amount of public money 
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paid to General Winfield Scott and General Frank 


has be er ms 
n Pierce, respectively, from the time of their first entrance 


public service up to the present date, distinguishing 
reguiar and extra compensation; also, tor what 


nto tl 


between 





said amounts were paid, whether for pay proper, rations, 
forage, horses, mileage, transportation, servants, quarters, 
fuel, 0 ical attendance, or commutation for any of the 
ve items: also, that he inform the Senate what 
aount of extra compensation has been claimed by either, 
tems of each and every such claim when first presented, 
and wh and by whom allowed or rejected, and the official 
easol ven at the time for such allowance or rejection, 
and whe rauv item oritems, claim or claims, once disal 
ved re subsequently presente d for payment, and if so, 
ww often, and when, and if subsequently allowed or paid, 
" ind when, and the amounts thereof, and the rea 
yns for such ailowane and the amounts thereof; and that 
e also form the Senate whether either of the above 
umed generals has received from the public Treasury pay 
yr emoluments for discharging the duties of more than one 
ier loyment at the same time, and if so, what of 
, mployments, and the amount of such pay and 
emoluments, and the time when paid, and whether any 
claim or claims hay en presented for the discharge of the 
ities of two or more offices or employments at Ue same 
time eith if them, and disallowed, and if so, by whom 
wowed, when, and for what reasons then given; and that 
he alse mthes ate whether either of the above-named 
ent Is has eve und color of charging for percent 
’ ! extra cou ization, or for any other reason or 
ani I Ly int ri n appli d to his own use, 
yr reta in his hands, any of the publie funds or property 
without hority o Vv, and so, when, and the amount 
val he , and \ ther the amount thus applied or 
retained, or any part thereof, h ver heen repaid to the 
United States, and if so, what amountand when so repaid, 
and whe r any amount of public money or property, 
which e% me to the hands or possession of either of 
them ains unaceounted for, and if so, in whose hands, 
nd how uch 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. | shail not oppose 
ie adoption of that resolution I desire, how- 
ever mend it, if possible. ‘The Senator from 
New Jersey, [Mr. Miiier,] not now in his seat, 


uso desires to offer an amendment. 1 theretore 
move to p ane the consideration of the resolu- 
tion until Mo ly next, and also that the special 


order ot the day may now 
Mr. MERIWETHER. 


he resolution will not be postponed. 


be taken up. 
| hone the considera- 
tion of We 


' a ' 
resolu before the ad- 


want a response to the ion 
1jurnment of Congress, and | fear we shall not 
receive one if the consideration of the resolution 
be postponed 

The question wa taken on the motion to post- 
pone, a on a division, there were—iayes hi 


noes 20 
not agre ed to. 

| have an amend- 
| ask that it may be 


So the motion was 
Mr JONES, of 
ment which | wish 


Tennessee. 
to offer. 
read. 
It was 
Insert after the word 


read, as follows: 


; 
** date the words 
’ 


Stating, particularly, the exact date of their entrance 
into the public service, and how appointed ; whether as a 
graduate of the Military Academy or otherwise, and the 


cost of a course of study at that institution, and the sum paid 
h while there.’ 


inedical 


to either or bot 


After the words attendance,’’ insert the words 


‘‘for what diseases, so far as cun be ascertained, such at- 
tendance was required; whether for wounds received in 
battle, or for ordinary sickness; and if for wounds, when, 
andin what service, such wounds were received, and how 
often such attendance was required by each.”’ 

Add the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the President be also requested to in- 
form the Senate, whether General Scott or General Pierce 
has rendered service to the country in any capacity other 
than military; and if so, the length of time each was 

employed, and the gross amount paid out of the Treasury 
for such service, distinguishing between the regular pay and 
fees, or mileage, or traveli allowed and paid to 
each, and the amount so paid 

Mr. JONES. On that amendment 
the yeas and nays may be taken. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MERIWETHER. I will simply suggest, 
that if that amendment be adopted we cannot hope 
get a resolution during, the 
present session. 

Mr. BRIGHT. If the honorable Senator from 
Tennessee will offer his amendment as a distinct 
proposition, in the form of a resolution, I appre- 
hend it will meet with no opposition from this side 
ofthe Chamber; but we are unwilling to embarrass 
the object of the resolution, as it came from the 
hands of the Senator from Kentucky. 

Mr. JONES. I certainly have no such purpose 
as that indicated by the Senat or from Indiana. It 
is Not my purpose to eml barrass the resolution 
offered by the Senator froin Kentuc ky. The ob- 

et of that resolution, as I understand, is to pub- 
] lish to the country at large the amount of money 
received by each of the individuals named, in com- 
pensation for their public services; and the in- | 


so 


lig expenses, 


ask that 


to response to the 
i 


formation for which I have asked will not add 
much to the labor necess: iry to answer the queries 
proposed by it. It cannot delay the investigation 
when they are making up their account current 

If I thought it would lead to delay I should not 
have offered it. I have offered it in 
spirit, but simply for the purpose 
possession of all the facts; 
perfect y 


no captious 
of obtaining 
and l conceive 
germane to the Original 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Inasmuch as the amendment 
is germane ertinent to 
tion, | think it should be 
offered for the purpose of 
lution or oe call so broad as to render it 
to 


session, I sl 


that it is 
resolulior 

and } the original resolu- 
adopted, If it 


embarrassing the reso- 


were 


tom ike t 


impossible for the Departments 
swer during the 


against it. 


revurn an ail 


present iould vote 


In this case, ldo not believe that more 
than two or three days will be necessary to return 
1 


wesnouid 


tii oa 


an answer, and therefore my view is tha 


adopt the amendment of the Senator fi 


iiics- 
see, andl then see whether the answer Will be re- 
turned in due time. I repeat, that we ought lo 
adopt the amendment, and obtain all the inform 
ation which the Department can give us. 

Mr. PEARCE. Whether the resolution i 
swered promptly or not, ippears to me to be en- 
tirely unimportant to the Senate or to the country 
No ventieman has undertaken to say to wha 
useful purpose the information called for can be 
applied. N » one has said th it he supposes any 
particular facility to legislation will be derived 
from it: ind no specific charge requiring inves 
gation has been made against either of th ities 
named. I apprehend that the only purpose to 
which it will be applied will be to crowd the co 


umns of newspapers, already t 


with art 


Leeming 


relating to these ventle oo who have been nom 
nated for the office President of the United 
States. If the ame nn is to interfere \ ny 
useful legislation, the result of whi n t cal he 
said will be of iinportance to the country, | tn 
not sustain it. Norwaill I sustain it if it be only to 
enlarge a useless inquiry. I shall be as little likely 
as any one eise to suStain a resolution calculated 
to bring individual character into discussion be- 
fore the people, the only etfect of which will be 


produce on an individual. I should 
not think of adding anything to this resolution by 
which it should be inquired how much pu 
money yourself, sir, has received in the course otf 
your long public service, being perfe: ily well sat- 
isfied that whatever you have you 
richly entitled to, both by law and by your 
torious services; and I have not theslichtest doubt 
that General Scott was lawtully entitled to receive 
whatever has received, and | 
same remark is true of General Pierce. 

Now, the answer to the resolution will disclose 
what we all know very well—that General 
has received a much larger amount of the public 
money than General Pierce, having been much 
longer in the public service; and it will be no dis- 
paragement to General Pierce, a gentleman 

whom I always spe ak with respect, to say, that 


aspersions 


received are 


meri- 
he 


ipprene nd tne 


Scott 


if the duration of time and character of service be 


considered, the proportion of pay which General 
Scott has eas will be found by no means in 
excess of proportion to his long, faithful, 
glorious service. 

But | desire to wash my hands of any investi- 
gation of this sort. I believe that they are both 
honorable men—both entitled to anything they 
have received; and I am not willing—not that | 
charge it as the design of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky,{Mr. Mertwetuer|—to do that which will 
only overgorge a vitiated public appetite already 
fed to satiety upon political detraction. Our public 
men on both sides are slandered enough alrea: ly; 


and 


and this investigation can benefit the character of 


neither of these gentlemen; while it may, and 
probably will, diminish that respect for the dignity 
of the Senate, which has not usually been thought 
to lend itself to mere partisan purposes. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will answer the inquiry of 
the Senator from Maryland as to what useful pur- 
pose is to be accomplished by the adoption of this 
resolution. I apprehend that the same useful pur- 
pose will be accomplished that his political friends 
in 1848 accomplished by the adoption of a similar 
resolution in reference to my distinguished friend 
from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] when he was a can- 
didate for the Presidenc 

Mr. PEARCE. I desire to say for my own con- 


sistency ’s sake, that never, on any occasion, did 


of 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


I utter one word in relati 


ac 


is 


il 


resuuie, 


e 


glory, and 


ocrat, to 


G 


answet 


general ee orit 


' 


1 


and 


for hun DY 


hustit 


t 


to this 
movement 


t 


oer h 
ify them. 


count of the pu 
an inquiry ¢ nti 
yiding h 


Mr 


iS positi 


heir per 

ire 
SuUTL ler 

xponeuts of th 


ne exponents o 


I, sir, deeply 1 
I say so 
position ot 
the 
» the elect 


rele 


for nep 


ery ices, 


s the month in which 


The 


poverty 


hat 


\s 


moment ot 


ountry than 


to Greneral 


eminent 


m to pass 


poli 


ibie ni! 

At 
pecie of 
rs tinan to 


Mr. 


he Senator 


subject 


ive pressed 


e 


“pou GL AS I 
from Maryland 


onal 


Oo vet. 


i ith 


= 


if politi 
c 


ion ol 


| Scott mig 


for an audit of his 


compa©ra 


t that 


i 


east iet not 


wartare 


of this 


political opponents 


: t} 


renown of! 


eas j ‘ 
presidel 


Crenera 


nt we 


acco 


iallLIeS as 


ny 


who has 


if | 


sort! 


on 


UNDERWOOD 


a 


this mat 


er, 


ollie rey 


j 


id been made 


i ‘ 
\ 


the other side of the 
I am wil 
The imformation asked 


rwh 


rets that 


an 


nam 


gre 


ve 


service in A political point of view; and as a part 








i 













































































































2214 


san, if I had any feelings of that sort, I would 
vote for giving it; because when you show the 
greater amount of money which General Scott has 
received over General Pierce for his services, you 
will show at the same time the magnitude of those 
services for which the money has been paid, and 
you will lead the people to inquire, from which 
no evil can result. And if any money has been 
paid improperly, there wiil be another deduction 
which the people will make from the inquiry. 
They will ask which political party in this coun- 
try paid the money; who was in authority when 
the money was improperly paid, if any has been 
so paid; and my word for it, it will fall upon the 
skirts of the party to which the gentleman belongs 
who introduced the resolution. If there be any 
fault—which Ido not charge—it will show that 
the party which does such things is not fit to be 
intrusted with power, 

Mr. WELLER. Then let us al! go for the res- 
olution. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have said that I in- 
tend to go for it, because it came from the oppo- 


site party, while I regret that we should make our 
contest at the polls now turn upon the question, 
which of the candidates has received most money 
from the Treasury of the United States. 

Sir, there is some tendency in the public mind, 
and I regret it very much, to speak of distin- 
ruished gentlemen who have been jong in the 
public service, as‘ old fogies,’? and to say to 
them, ** you have had money enough, and it ts 
time for you to give way, and let younger men 
come in and participate in the spoils.’’ In this 
way, our contests are to be determined by the 
amount of money received, as though intelligence 
and capacity to serve the country was of less con- 
sequence. Sir, | repudiate everything of that 
I regret it deeply that the resolution has 
been offered, but since it comes from the quarter 
from which it does come, I am willing to gratify 
my friends upon the other side. 

Mr. ADAMS. As I shall vote differently from 
any of my political friends, [ wish to state the 
reasons for my vote. 1] condemned in 1848 the 
course pursued by the opposite party in relation to 
a similar resolution. If | was right in condem- 
ning it then, I will not turn round and commit the 
same wrong now. If it was wrong in that party, 
as I then believed and still believe, to place a politi- 
cal election on a purely personal feeling, I do not 
intend to take a contrary course of action now. 
Again, Ido not think that the Democratic cause 
requires any extraneous influence of this kind, 
apart from the intrinsic purity and value of its 
principles; therefore, relying on the intelligence of 
the people to carry out those principles, which I 
believe to be best adapted to the interests of the 
country, I will not be concerned in the introduc- 
tion of any mere personal feeling into the contest. 


sort. 


I never did, and I trust I never shall do anything | 


of the kind. When the party selects an organ, it 
is immaterial to me whether that organ is worthy 
or uhworthy. It is not by any question of that 
kind that [ am guided. I look solely to the prin- 
ciples of the party with which I act, and if I 
ceased to have confidence in the principles of the 
Democracy, I should cease to act with them. For 
these reasons, J] feel constrained to vote against the 
resolution. 


Mr. WELLER. 


It is somewhat surprising 


that the argument used by the Senator from Ken- | 


tucky, [Mr. Unperwoop,] relative tothe resolution 
of 1848, did not suggest itself to his mind then. 
I should like to know if that Senator was here in 
1848, and if he voted for the resolution calling for 
information as to the amount of public money re- 
ceived by the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass ?] 
Mr. PEARCE. With the permission of the 
Senator from California, [Mr. Wetier,] I will 
state that the resolution which constitutes the 
precedent that Senators now propose to follow, 
was not passed by the Senate. It emanated from 
the House of Representatives. I hope we will 
not set the example of offering such a resolution 
in this body now. 
Mr. WELLER. 


this character was passed in 1832, and I am sure 


I believe that a resolution of | 


that such a resolution was passed in 1828, calling | 


for the amount of money received by J.Q. Adams, 


who was then the candidate for the presidential | 


chair. 


Now, this information may be useful to the 
people. Both these gentlemen are candidates for 


the highest office within their gift. The people 
are called on to decide the contest between them, 
and it may be of some importance for them to 
know the amount of public money which they 
received during a long series of years. The peo- 
ple are entitled to the information. Itcan produce 
no harm. We are not responsible for the use 
made of it. If it is used for the purpose of ascer- 
taining the character of the respective candidates, 
you and | are not responsible. It is a sort of in- 
formation which the people are entitled to if they 
desire it. Itis their money which has been ex- 
pended, and they havea right to know the amount 
that has been paid. I shall therefore vote for the 
resolution. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I wishto say that I had 
no recollection of the resolution of 1848; and as the 
Senator from Maryland [Mr. Pearce) says the 
resolution was passed in the House of Represent- 
atives, of course | had nothing to do with it. 

Mr. BRADBURY. ‘The amendment, as it will 
be seen, is not only unnecessary, but its adoption 
may render an answer to the resolution impossi- 
ble during the present session. It requires that 
the President shall state the exact date of the en- 
trance of the two distinguished individuals re- 
ferred to, into the public service. That request is 
unnecessary because the information is already in 
the possession of every one. Again, it asks for in- 
formation whether they entered the public service 
as graduates of the Military Academy at West 
Point, and the cost of a course of instruction in 
that institution. Now, I understand that neither 
of these distinguished individuals graduated there; 
certainly General Pierce did not. 

Mr. CASS. Neither did General Scott do so. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Neither did General Scott, 
as the distinguished Senator from Michigan re- 
marks. 

But this clause of the amendment asks not mere- 
ly whether they graduated at West Point, butalso 
what is the cost of a course of instruction there, 
not as.applicable to them, but generally. 

As neither ever entered or graduated there, the 
query is not only not pertinent, but would render 
much delay necessary in an attempt to obtain this 
general informatian 

The amendment also calls upon the President to 
inform the Senate for what diseases medical attend- 
ance may have been required, and how often. It 
is perfectly obvious that the only effect—I will not 
say purpose—of this portion of the amendment 
could be to embarrass and delay an answer to the 
resolution. 

The President is also called upon to state wheth- 
er General Scott or General Pierce has rendered 
any service to the country in any other than a 
military capacity. 
President can be in possession of any information 
on that subject which may not be equally in the 
possession of every member of the Senate and the 
public generally? It is obvious that the effect of 
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I would like to know how the | 


the amendment would not be that which was sup- | 
posed by the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Dovetas,] | 
when he made the remark which fell from him, | 
and I think that its adoption would possibly pre- | 


vent a seasonable answer to the resolution. 
Senator from Tennessee desires to have a resolu- 
tion adopted of the character which he proposes, 


If the 


by the amendment, let him present it by itself, and | 


1 will not vote against it. If he wants the inqui- 
ries made which he proposes, let him take the re- 
sponsibility of proposing it, and not attempt to 


fix the responsibility upon another quarter, by | 
making an amendment to the resolution of the | 


Senator from Kentucky. 
Mr. President, we have not only a precedent for 
this resolution, but there was something in the re- 


marks of the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Un- | 


DERWOOD] which makes it imperiously necessary 
that it should be adopted. The honorable Sena- 


tor would seem to be possessed of some inform- | 


ation which warranted him in predicting that ‘* if 


any money had been improperly received,’’ the | 


responsibility would fall upon a Democratic Ad- 
ministration. I do not know what information 
that distinguished Senator has, upon which he 
bases the prediction, that if money has been im- 


properly received, the responsibility of passing it | 


must fall upon a Democratic Administration. I 
venture to say that the people of this country pos- 
sess too much candorand fairness to condemn any 
one for the receipt of money in a proper manner. 


| shall vote for it at all times. 
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ruished services, it will be no matter of reproach 
against any individual to have so received it, If 
however, there has been a looseness in regard to 
its receipt, if there has been any conduct which 
goes to show that money has been, in the language 
of the Senator from Kentucky, ‘* improperly re- 
ceived,’’ there might be some degree of responsi- 
bility attached to it. I think, that after hs re- 
marks of the Senator from Kentucky, it becomes 
important that the truth of history shpaia be vin- 
dicated, and that if any money has been improp- 
erly received, the responsibility should be fastened 
where it belongs. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I did not admit that I 
had any knowledge of an improper payment, 
lar from it. 1 made no assumption that I had 
any such knowledge. I did not intend to com- 
municate any such idea. I said conditionally, if 
such a thing existed, then, from the length of time 
the Senator’s party has been in power, the prob- 
ability is that it would fall on his side of the Ad- 
ministration, to showthe payment. Thatis what 
I said; not assuming that any such thing existed. 
1 hope no such thing does exist; and if, as I hope 
and trust, it does not, then it will follow, as I said, 
that all the money which has been paid to Gen- 
eral Scott has been properly paid, and it will only 
show the magnitude and importance of his ser- 
vices, and make the contrast the wider. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Mr. President, I used the 
same language which was employed by the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky, [Mr. Unperwoop.}] He 
ventured to predict that **if any money had been 
improperly paid,’’ the responsibility would fall 
upon a particular Administration. Now, all we 
desire is to let the facts come out precisely as 
they are; for we know that, at the present time, 
we need at the head of affairs a man who will 
stand firm, and repress the tendency to extrava- 
gance and profligacy which is now found to exist. 
If, then, there is no objection to the resolution, 
and all desire to have the facts come out, [ trust 
the honorable Senator who has offered the amend- 
ment will withdraw it, and allow us to pass the 
resolution at once. He can then offer his amend- 
ment as an independent resolution—as he may 
without notice; for, I venture to say, no one will 
object to it as such—and himself take the respon- 
sibility of his own call. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I should certainly 
be very much inclined to conform to the wishes 
of the Senator from Maine, if I could see any pro- 
priety in doing so. 

Now, one word of reply to my honorable friend 
from Illinois. If he meant, by any insinuation, 
that I was opposed to the introduction of this res- 
olution, or that I am disposed to evade it, he mis- 
apprehends me. I shall vote for it, if itis amended 
as I propose; and I shall not evade any investiga- 
tion. I had no part or Jot, however, in the reso- 
lution to which he referred as having been passed 
in 1848; for I was not here. If I had been here 
it is probable I should have voted for it, as I shall 
vote for this. I do not think I shall ever hesitate 
to vote for any investigation that may be desired 
in regard to any public servant in this Govern- 
ment, I do not care who he is, whether Whig or 
Democrat. If any man desires to investigate the 
character and conduct of any public servant, I 
I shall vote for this 
resolution, if it is put in a fair form. 

But the Senator from Maine says he cannot see 
why I should present this as an amendment to the 
original resolution; but, that if I will offer it asa 
separate proposition, he will vote for it. He says 
there is nothing in the first inquiry, about the ed- 
ucation at West Point. Well, if there is nothing 
in it, it can be very readily answered. If there is 
nothing in it, it will take no time to answer it, and 
will not delay the answer to the resolution itself. 
And when he comes to the second proposition, he 
says that will simply delay the answer. Now, Mr. 
President, I presume that our friends on the other 
side of this Chamber mean to act fairly about this 
matter. I have never made a presidential speech 
here, and hope I never shall. I have not a word 
to say about these things here. Here is a propo- 
sition by which the Senators on the other side pro- 
pose to Inquire into the amount of public money 
vaid to General Scott and General Pierce. That 
is fair and legitimate; and is it not equally fair and 
legitimate, and does not common justice demand 
that the services for which that money was paid 


If money has been received for long and distin- || should go to the country with it? Who knows, 
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do you, sir, with all your eablie services deena 
what orders were issued to General Scott or to 
General Pierce, and what particular services were 
required at their hands? And when we find an 
amount ef money paid to General Scott, is it not 
fair and honest that we should know for what pur- 
pose it was paid? I[t is astonishing that my friend 
from Maine can hesitate for a single moment. If 
he desires a full investigation of all the facts, which 
[ presume he does, and which 1 presume all do, 
there is nothing incempatible in my amendment 
with the original proposition. It simply requires 
the President, while furnishing this account cur- 
rent of money received by Winfield Scott, to fur- 
nish, at the same time, the services and the objects 
for which the money was appropriated, That is 
all; and Ww the amendment is adopted, I shall vote 
for the resolution cheerfully, whether it has a pre- 
cedent or note 

Mr. BRADBURY. If the honorable Senator 
will limit his amendment to the terms employed in 
closing remarks, | will not object to it. He 
says the enly objectof the amend ment is to call for 
the services that have been ig ig and the ob- 
jects for which the money has been paid. If he 
so modifies the amendment, { shall not object to it. 

Mr. JONES. LT intend to beas accommodating 
to my Democratic friends as Lean. I will there- 
fore strike out the first preposition in the amend- 
ment. I think it is pertinent, and I should like te 
have the information; but in order that there may 
be no caviling, [ will strike that out with the per- 
mission ef the Senate, and then let the vote be 
taken en the amendment. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I suppose the Senator from 
Pennessee meant to strike out all of the first prop- 
osition in his amendment, leaving only the addi- 
tional resolution. Iw ould be willing to go for that. 

Mr. JONES. I simply mean to strike out that 
portion of the amendment which relates to West 
Point. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
amendment. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I shall vote against the 
amendment, the first and every part of it. [shall 
vote against it, particularly the medical clause, be- 
cause it will be absolutely impossible to ascertain 
the information for which it calls. A surgeon of 
the United States Army is not paid for particular 
cases. He receives his pay like an officer of the 
Army. His compensation is absolute, and it does 
not depend at all on the amount of service ren- 
dered. 
is the value of the medical service rendered to a 
general officer or toa private. It is absolutely 
impossible. Theamendment amounts to nothing. 
It is immaterial. I shall vote against the whole 
of it. I think the matter very unimportant any 
way. I donot care one straw what amount of 
money General Scott may have received from the 
General Government. [ am very sure he has 
never received anything but what he was entitled 
to, and I believe that he has never received half as 
much as he deserved. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. For the benefit of 
my friend from Alabama, I will tell him why I 
put the clause in relation to medical service in the 
amendment. It is in the original resolution in 
part. Medical attendance is specified. They 
propose to investigate that. The mover of the 
resolution inserted it himself; and it being so, it is 
fair and legitimate to know for what particular 
medical service the payment was made. I have 
no disguise in this matter. I mean, if General 
Scott is to be arraigzned—I do not know that that 
is the purpose—but if he is to be arraigned for 
having money expended for him in the “medical 
department of the Army, I want to know what it 

was expended for—I want it known that he had 
been wounded, and had suffered a long time, and 
that that medical bill was for that particular ser- 
vice. That is what! mean, frankly and honestly, 
for | have no concealment about the matter. 

Mr. MERIWETHER. I will strike out the 


portion of the original resolution relating to medi- 


nis 


Then 1 shall vote against the 


There is no means of ascertaining what | 


cal attendance, to meet the wishes of the Sen- | 


ator. 

Mr. JONES. I would rather have it in. 

The PRESIDENT. If such is the pleasure of 
the Senate, the Senator from Kentucky can mod- 
ify his resolution. 

‘Mr. UNDERWOOD. [I object. 

The PRESIDENT. Then it cannot be modi- 


fied. The only way to reach it will be by moving |; 
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to amend the resolution, by striking out that por- 
uon of it, after the amendment which is now pend- 
ing has been voted upon. 
Mr. SQULE, I regret, Mr. President, what 
has taken place here this morning, though | hope 
it may teach a lesson, not only to this high and 
august body, but to the country at large. We 
have before us an instance of the danger of es- 
tablishing precedents oa light eid transitory con- 
siderations. In the ardor and excitement which 
a feverish canvass is but too apt to produce, we 
suffer ourselves, at mes, to be carried away by 
that frenzy ef party spirit which so litde behooves 
serious, deliberative bodies, as should be the twe 
branches of the Natienal Legislature. We look 
solely to the immediate advantages which we ex- 
pect to derive from those measures which we 
advocate and press, on the spur of such ardor and 
excitement, unmindful ef these contungencies of 
the future, which, soon or late, force us to rue the 
hour when they entered our minds, and prompied 
to action our wills. 
Ata period not far remote from us—at least not 
far enough remote to be forgotten—a most distin- 
guished colleague of ours, high then, as he is 
now, and will ever be, in the this 
body, and high in the confidence, and 
atlecuons of the people who know him through 
that loug race of service which he has so 
riously run, was made the subject of a hing 
inguiry, elicited by a resoluuon passed in the 
other House. I am yet to learn that the great 
W hig party, with the high-souled men that then 
belonged to it, and who are sull now its main 
champions, ever entered a protest against this 
tardily-discovered abuse of the legislative fran- 
chise. No, sir; that party, and the men of that 
party, suffered the search to take its course, and 
te bring forth its results; and comments most un- 
generous and unjust were made upon those results, 
and spread like wild-fire throughout the whole 
country, without a hand being then extended by 
those who seem most opposed te the movement 
made this day in the Senate, to stop its progress 
and mitigate the poison which it was instiling 
into the public breast. 
Who, amongst the promoters of that measure, 
then suspected that it might ever breed the conse- 
quences which it now bears? There it stands, 
however, dismal precedent recotling upon its 
progenitors! And it is in the power of no one to 
blot it out, either from our memories or from that 
inexorable recipient of past events, history. There 
it is, sticking to the recollections of the whole na- 
uuon, and prompting every where a wish that it may 
be visited back upon those with whom it ori- 
ginated. And, sir, we could hardly now refuse 
our sanction to its being reproduced, without 
seeming to be recreant to what we owe to the peo- 
ye. lam not of those who would w illingly bow 
efore their whims and caprices; and had the reso- 
lution, before us, been introduced with the name 
of the highly distinguished individual who now 
heads the Whig ticket alone, [| should unhesi- 
tatingly have voted against it. Coming as it 
does, coupling that name with the name of that 
other distinguished individual who heads the Dem- 
ocratic ticket, | might still hesitate and doubt 
as to the course it suits me to pursue. But 
from the moment that it is being provided with 
| the escort of the amendment proposed by the 
honorable Senator from Tennessee, all scruples 
desert me, and I no longer hesitate to give my 
vote in favor both of the resolution and the amend- 
ment. From the turn which the presidential can- 
vass seems inclined to take, a negative vote would 
infallibly be construed as implying an apprehen- 
sion which I am far, very far, indeed, from enter- 
taining. For if | know anything of the human 
heart, and of the motives and influences that 
prompt it to action; if | can read out a man’s mind 
anm@ character from the manifestations through 
which he communes with the outer world; if there 

is any virtue in the warrants of past life, any truth 
| in the unguarded outpourings of the soul, that man 
of ours, whose name adorns our banner, can bear 
the most rigid scrutiny, and bear it well too. 

Mr. STOCKTON. This is not the first occa- 
sion, Mr. President, that | have had the misfor- 
| tune to differ from views expressed by my political 

friends. It has always been a source of some 
regret to do so—it is especially grievous to me to- 
day. I find myself compelled to dissent from the 
course which my distinguished friend from Lou- 
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isiana . (Mr. Sevres) hes indicated, that his duty 
constrains him to take. I have some relief, how- 
ever, from this embarrassment, in the pursuasion 
that his own sentiments of personal honor and 
patriotism, as far as they are connected with this 
subject, do not differ materially from mine. If 
they did, | should certainly distrust my own In- 
stincts aad judgment—so far at least as to remain 
silent. But supposing that my honorable friend 
in following the example of others, has mistaken 
his true position, and placed the defense of his 
vote on political and party grounds alone—and 
beleving likewise that my 
friends here have taken the ( 


others of honorable 


Same erroneous view 
of this subject, and have looked upen it only in 
one aspect—lI shall venture, even though I have 
iready heard from them a general expression of 


opinien in favor of the resolution, to make an ap- 
peal to both sides of this Chamber, old the 
dig nity of ; the Sen ale, é and to lav both the resolu 
tion and the amendment upon the table 


to up 


Sir, gentlemen have discoursed upon this subject 
as if they had no other obligations in the world 
except those which are due as party men to GWen- 
eral Scott and Mr. Pierce, or to their respective 
political parties, 

Now, sir, permit me to say, that I stand here 
this morning as a Senator of the United States, and 
not merely as a politician, and that while | bear in 
remembrance the long line of grave, dignifed, and 
distinguished men and patriots, who have served 


ther country in this Senate before unnot 


ne in 


me, l c 


consent to act or vote upon any measure arist 


this beady solely on party erounds, or upon any 
uc h principles as those assumed by s me of my 
di istinguished friends upen this oceasion, I have, 


as a Senator, nothing to do with the party interests 
or affinities of General Scott or General Pierce in 
I care but little 
about either one or the other tn comparison with 
my duty to the Senate and the country. In this 
matter | care nothing about party politics, Mr. 
President, upon another ox easion, and in another 
place, | said that’ my party robes hung loosely 
upon my shoulders whenever the honor, the in- 
terest, and the welfare of "my country were at stake; 
and now, sir, here before this Senate and before 
the people, I say that my party robes will hang 
loosely upon my shoul ders whenever the honor, 
the dignity, and t 
in my 
mine. 


the discussion of this question, 


he usefulness of this august body, 
judgment, may depend upon any vote of 


Sir, is this the arena to discourse on the subject 
of party politics, or toindulge in personal commen- 
dation, or vindictive aspersion? I say no. Party 
politics is a business that our constituents never ex- 
pected or desired us to waste their time upon here. 
It is a small business which the Democratic party 
do not expect or wish us to meddle with; and if I 
have not wrongly estimated their virtue and wis- 
dom and patriotism, they would prefer that we 
should lay the resolution and the amendment upon 
the table rather than that we should do anything 
to impair public confidence in the exalted reputa- 
tion and Giants of this body. But it is said that 
there is a Whig prec edent for this resolution. 
Then let us put the brand of Democratic disap- 
probation upon it. [ move that the whole subject 
be laid on the table. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Will the honorable 
Senator allow me to saya word? It will be very 
short, and [ will renew the motion. 

Mr. STOCKTON. No, sir; I cannot withdraw 
the motion. 

Mr. BRADBURY and Mr. MERIWETHER 
asked for the yeas and nays on the motion; and 
they were ordered, and being taken, resulted— 
yeas 20, nays 23; as follow: 


Y EAS—Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Bell, Brooke, Butler, 


Chase, Davis, De Saussure, Foot, Geyer, Hunter, James, 
Mallory, Pearce, Smith, Stockton, Sumner, Underwood, 
Upham, and Wade—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Borland. 
Cass, Chariton, Clemens, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of 
Iowa, Douglas, Downs, Felch, Hamlin, Jones of Tennes- 
see, Meriwether, Norris, Sebastian, Seward, Soulé, Spru- 
ance, Toucey, Walker, and Weller—23. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I rise to say, that the 
vote which I gave in favor of laying the resolution 
upon the table was to meet what I consider a 
noble avowal on the other side of the Chamber. | 
stated in the outset that I deprecated this course 
very much; but the Senators on the opposite side 
who favor this proposition leave me no alterna- 


Bradbury, Bright, 
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———— 


tive If | vote against it, 
t ifraid something 


that « 


it is as much as to say 
would be disclosed against 
indidate for the Presidency whom I intend 
to sustain, which would be degrading and dis- 
graceful to him. I believe nothing of the sort can 
be dis and therefore when you put the 
q iestion on adopting the resolution, I am com 
pelled to vote in the affirmative. 

I rise to make 


‘losed: 


these remarks to show the con- 
sistency,as I think, of the attitude which I occupy 
in having voted to lay the resolution on the table, 
while I shall now vote for the resolution itself; 
and if the Senator from New Jersey had given me 
the floor when I requested it, it would have | 

for ; 
entiments 
by 


een 
pose of complimenting him for the noble 
which he avowed, 
mode to get clear of ¢ 

uction of which 


I depre 


the pur 
a. in endeavoring 
subject, 


into the Se Pee 


that the intro- 


of the Ui ited 


States But it being here, and coming 


‘ale 


from political adversaries, I feel bound to open 
every channel of investigation to them which they 
my think propel to demand. 

Mr. BORLAND. I would have no objection 
to the amendment of the Senator from ‘Tenn ee, 
if it were introduced as a separ: ate proposition, | 
believe, however, that if it be attached to the ori 

iad y olution, the delay in answering it will be 
) great, that the information desired will not be 
obtained in time I hall, therefore, vote agninst 
it as an amendment; but, if the Senator will bring 
it forward as a separate proposition, | will most 


reertuliyv vote for it. 


Che question bein; taken by yeas and nays on 
ié im ndment, re ulted yeas 18, nays 19; as 
follows: 

YEA Messrs. Adams, Bell, Brooke, Butler, Charlton, 
Davis, De Sanesure, Douglas, Foot, Geyer, Jones of ‘l'en 

ee, Seward, Smith, Soulé, Spruance, Underwood, Up 
yan, and Wade Is 

NAY s-~~Messrs. Atehison, Bayard, Borland, Bradbury, 
Bright, Cass, Clemens, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of 
lowa, Downs, Felch, Hamlin, Meriwether, Norris, Sebas 
ian, Stockton, Toucey, Walker, and Weller—19. 

So the amendment was reje cted, and the qunes- 
tion recurred on the resolution. 

Mr. STOCKTON asked for the vea und nays: 

id they were ordered; and, being taken, resulted 

is 26, nays 11; as follows: 

YEAS—M« Atchison, Badger, Borland, Bradbury, 
Bright, Cass, Chariton, Clemens, Dodge of Wiscon 
in, Dodge of Towa, Douglas, Downs, Feleh. Hamlin, 
Joues of Tennessee, Meriwether, Norris, Sebastian, Sew 
d, Soule, Spruance , Touce ys Underwood, Wade, Walk 
er, and Weller 6 


NAYS-——Mesers. Adams, Bayard, Brooke, Davis, De 


Sauseure, Foot, Geyer, Smith, Stockton, Sumner, and 
Upham—ll. 
So the resolution was adopted. 
THE FISHERIES QUESTION, 
On motion by Mr. CASS, the Senate resumed 


the consideration of the President’s message, con- 
cerning the North American fisheries, the pending 
question being on the motion to 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 


Mr. SEWARD rose and addres 


at great length. 


ré ter it to the 


sed the Senate 
[For speech = Appendix. 


Mr. SOULE rose to reply, | ut gave way to 

Mr. BRADBURY. If the Senator will allow 
me, | will movethat the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. CASS. Itrust not. hope we shall finish 
this question to day. It will interfere very much 
wit h the business of the Senate if we take un the 
subject again on Monday morning. | hope we 
shall gret ikea with it to-day. 

Mr. SMITH. We have only about fourteen 


or fifteen days to finish all the business of the ses- 
sion, and I think we ought to dispose of this 
ject now. 

Mr. CASS. The mere question of 
has been pending for two weeks. 

Mr. WELLER. That istrue, but the Se 
himself has spoken on it. 

Mr. CASS. I know I have spoken, and I 
would not take the right to speak from any single 
who wished te exercise it, but the whole 
question will come up again on the report of the 
committee. 

Mr. BRADBURY. If 1 was sure we could 
ret through with the preliminary question to- de ay, 
and that we should have a report from the com- 
roiltee in two or three days, I would withdraw the 
motion to adjourn; but my fear is that we shall 
get no report, 

Mr. CASS. The honorable Chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations is exceedingly 


Sub- 
reference 


itor 


mian 
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inxtous to make a report: 
other day. 


r. BRADBURY 


I believe he said so the 


Then I withdraw my mo- 


on. 

Mr. SOULE. If the wish of the Senate be to 
ake a vote immediately on the question of refer- 
ence, | cannot be willing to detain them at this late 


hour of the day; because, if I should go into the 
merits of the question, it would take me at least an 
hour. [tis impossible that I should run over the 
argument which has been presented by the honor- 
Senator New-York in less than that 
f the and sense of the 
1at we should at once pass upon the 
refer, I will consider it my duty, in 
courtesy to the Senate, and out of a proper regard 
not to insist upon addressing the Sen- 
but I leave it entirely to the Senate. 


able from 


time. Therefore, 1 wish 
Senate be, tl 


motion to 


for myself, 


' 


ite now 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 
the chair.) The question is on the motion to 
refer the message to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations 

Mr. W ELLEI I mov postpone the fur- 
the rcon ideration of that que tion until Tue day 
next. 

The question being taken, it was found that there 
were 10 in the affirmative and 10 in the negative; 
no quorum voting. 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 suggested the day before yes- 
terday, when this subject was up, that I should be 
very rlad to have an opportunity to addre the 
Senate. If IT have that indulgence, my remarks 
will be brief. | am not quite willing that this sub- 


iect should be committed without 
some ol which 


discussion. 


taking notice of 
have been made in the 

This is not, by any 
Massachusetts interest; but, at the same 
time, my State interest in it. The 
country has And, although I 
have on one or two occasions made very brie of ob- 
servat still I 
to touch upon the points which 
up by the communication of 


the Pre See | wish a little 


servations 
course of this 
has a large 
an interest in it. 
ions to the Senate on this subject, 
purposely forbore 
have draw? 


these papers 


he en 


from 


more time to look into them, if I « in, in order to 
show the posture of this anit: and the precise 
position in which it is now placed, to enable the 
Senate to understand it, so that we may know 
how to deal with 1 I want an opportunity to do 
that, either to-day or at some other time, ju 
the pleasure of the Senate may be, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
was taken a moment ago on the motion to post 
none the further consideration of the subje ct unt 


d on the vote on that question no « 
found to be 


WELLER. I 


‘Tuesday, an 
rum was 


Mr. 


juo- 
resent. 
Senate id- 


move that the 


journ. 


CASS. I] 


morable Senator will 


Mr. | hope the he 
withdraw the motion for 

Mr. WELLER. C 

Mr.CASS. I wish notice 
hat I shall on Monday it to take up the 
or the constr ction of a canal around the Falls of 
he river St. Mary. 1} 
ago to ~ tes S, nator 
that if I could not 
of defense, 
| 


a general 


a moment. 
ertainly. 
to vive to the Senate 


bill 


ask 1 
iledged myself some time 
Tennessee, [Mr. Bett, ] 
put that measure on the ground 
and show that it was not connected with 
system of internal 
would not ask the Senate to pass the 


from 


improvements, I 
bill. But the 
eee has been pending for three or four weeks, 
and my colleague and myself have allowed it to go 
over, de iy after day, 
the other 
favor, the 


not wishing to interfere aa 
We ask, 
Ulowed to take up the ques- 
tion on Monday and have it disposed of. 

Mr. DAVIS. l would say to the honorable 
Senator, that | propose on Monday to take up the 
river and harbor bill. : : 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


busit }eNS of the Se ‘nate, 
at we shall be: 


Fe Rent vers VAG barr? 
SatTurRDAY, -lugust 14, 1852. 

‘The House met at eleven o oe a.m. 
by the Rev. C. M. Burier. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
is the motion to commit to the Committee of the 
W hole House bill No. 297, declaring the Wheel- 
ing Bridge a lawful structure and post road, and 
for other purposes. 

Mr. SMART, by unanimous consent, from the | 


Prayer 





August 14, 


Committee on Military Affairs, to which was re- 
ferred the bill of the House (No. 105) for the set- 
tlement and payment of the claims of the State of 
New Hampshire for the services of her militia. 
and for disbursements for military purposes during 
the last war with Great Britain, reported the same 
without amendment. 

Ordered, That the said bill be referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and printed. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. Before proceed 
ing to the execution of the business of the morn- 
hour | desire the unanimous of the 
House to make a report from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. FICKLIN. I hope the gentleman from 
Tennessee will permit me to report a bill to pre 
vent the circulation of small notes in the District 
of Columbia, merely for the purpose of having it 
printed. : 

Mr. PENN. I object. 

Mr. FICKLIN. 1 apy eal to the gentleman from 
Louisiana to withdraw — objection. 

Mr. PENN. Icannot. I have bills in my 
desk which I have been suai to introduce for 
months. 

Mr. FICKLIN. 


move to suspend 


ing consent 


Then I givenoticethat I 
the rules on Monday fe 


shall 
r that 
purpose. 

Mr. HARRIS. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions to ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to take up from the Speak 
er’stable Senate bill No. 


421, giving toa poor fellow 


the sum of $3 50 per month. I will state to the 

House that it is a case of great necessity. I hope 

the House will consent to take up the bil! and 
} 


DAss it. 
Mr. LETCHER. 


ular order of business. 


WHEELING 


hiect.¢ »all f, ¢ . 
I object, and call for the reg- 


BRIDGE. 


Mr. THOMAS M. HOWE then resumed and 
concluded his speech in opposition to the bill de- 


claring the Wheeling Bridge 
[I’or speech see Appendix. ] 

Mr. MILLSON next obtained the floor, and 
addressed the House until the expiration of the 
morning hour in reply to Mr. Woopwarp, on the 
abstract rights of navigation as applied to the 
Ohio river. He was interrupted by 

Mr. HOUSTON, who inguired if the morning 
hour had expired. 

TheSPEAKER. 
from Virginia yield 
from Alabama? 

Mr. MILLSON. I do, sir. 

Mr. HOUS STON I then call for action upon 
the bill reported from the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union yesterday. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The SPEAKER. That bill is the first busi- 
ness in order under the operation of the preven us 
question. It is House Bill No. 220, ‘making ap 
propriations for the support of the i for the 
vear ending the 30th June, 1853,”’ and the ques 
tion is upon agreeing to the fifth amendment. 

The Clerk reported the amendment, which is as 
follows: 

‘* For the purpose of testing the practicability of employ 


ing camels on the plains as a substitute, in part, for horses, 
&20,.000.° 


Mr. 


lawful structure. 


Ithas. Does the gentleman 


the floor to the gentleman 


STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I ask for 


the yeas and nays upon that camel question 
[ Laughter. ]} 
The SPEAKER. The yeas and nays have 


been already ordered. 
The question was then taken upon agreeing to 


the amendment, and it was decided in the nega 
tive—yeas 38, nays 106; as follows 
YEAS—Messrs. Williain Appleton, Bissell, Bowne, 


Clingman, Conger, Doty, Faulkner, 
Fuller, Gentry, Gilmore, Goodenow, 
Holladay, Horsford, Howard, Thomas Y. How, Miller, 
Henry D. Moore, Join Moore, Outlaw, Samuel W. Parker, 
Porter, Sackett, Schoonmaker, Skelton, Frederick P 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, 


Florence, Henry M 
Harper, Haws, Haven, 


Strother, Sutherland, Taylor, Benjamin Thompson, Vena 
ble, Walsh, and Wells—38. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allison, Averett, Thomas H. Bayly, 
Beale, Rennett, Bocock, Bragg, Brenton, Briggs, Albert 
G: Brown, Buell, Burrows, Busby, Joseph Cable, Cald- 
well, Lewis D. Campbell, Caskie, Chandler, Chapman 
Chastain, Clark, Cobb, Coleoeck, Curtis, John G. Davis, 
Dawson, Dean, Dimmick, Disney, Dockery, Dunham, 


Edgerton, Edmundson, Floyd, Fowler, Thomas J. D. 
Fuller, Gaylord, Goodrich, Gorman, Hall, Hamilton, Haim 
mond, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hart, Hebard, 


Henn, Hibbard, Hillyer, Houston, John W. Howe, Thomas 
Ingersoll, 


M. Howe, Ives, Jackson, Jenkine, Andrew 
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Johnson, John Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. 
Jones, George G. King, Preston King, Kuhns, Kurtz, 
Letcher, Lockhart, Martin, Mason, McCorkle, MeMullin, 
McQueen, Meade, Millson, Molony, Murphy, Murray, 
Newton, Olds, Orr. Andrew Parker, Peaslee, Penn, Per 
kins, Polk, Pri Reed, Richardson, Robie, Scudder, 
David L. Seymour, Origen 8S. Seymour, Smart, Smith, 
Benjamin Stanton, Abraham P. Stephens, Thaddeus 
Stevens, Stratton, Stuart, Sweetser, Thurston, Wallace, 
Washburn, Watkins, Welch, Addison White, and Wil 
drick—106. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and, being engrossed, was s\:')- 
sequently read the third time and passed. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed, and to lay the mo- 
tion to reconsider upon the table; which latter 
motion was agreed to 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of Connecticut, moved that 
the House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
W hole on the Priv ite Calendar. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. If that mo- 
tion does not prevail, wil! not the first business in 
order be th report from the Committee on Print- 


ing? 


The SPEAKER. This being Saturday, the 


motion to go into Committee of the Whole on 
the Private Calendar would take precedence of 
the motion to take up the report from the Com- 


mittee on Printing. If, however, the House re- 
e to go into Committee, the Chair responds to 
the inte 


t “"F r +41 l 
itoryv of the ve ntieman, that the report 
from the ( 


ommittee on Printing would be the 
lirst DUSINESS IN order. 
Mr. WALSH. Is it in order to move to pro 
ceed to the business upon the Speaker’s table 
that they may be referred to a Committee of the 
whole House 
The SPEAKER 


order, and, in opi 


merely with a view of gettiny at the private bills, 


That motion would be in 
1on of the Chair, would take 


precedent 


Mr. W 


ALSH. There isa number of private 

. . . 
bills upon the Spe ike table, and if we can get 
them referred the Committee of the Whole on 


the Private Calendar, we can then easily dispose of 
leith. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Allow meto ask the gentle- 
man aquestion. Iam for appropriating the bal- 
Will the private 


bills upon the Speaker’s table take precedence of 


ince of this day to private bills. 


e nul Sf 
The SPEAKER. Certainly. The motion is 


T ro tot 
0 £0 lt 


rivate business upon the Speaker’s 


table. 
Mr. WALSH. I will withdraw my motion. 
The question was then taken upon Mr. Sey- 
MOUR’S m yn, and it was agreed to. 





So the House resolved itself into a Committee 
of the Whole on the Private Calendar, (Mr. Him- 
BARD in the chair.) 


DAVID MYERLE. 


The CHAIRMAN. The first business in order 
before the committee is the consideration of House 
bill No. 168, for the relief of David Mverle. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Mr. Chairman, I do not 
desire to occupy the attention of the committee 

‘ase immedi itely under con- 
ideration is one which, in my humble judgment, 


appeals to € 


Be <- ni ii 
very tong, but as the 


warmest sympathies of every mem- 
House, I desire very briefly to review 
t ymmencement until this period. I 
think I can satisfy the committee that it is a just 


ber of this 


it from its 


claim—that it is one which ought to receive the 
consideration and supportof a majority of this 


House 

\ number of years ago—perhaps ten—the sub- 
ject of water-rotting hemp attracted the attention 
of the head of the Navy Department, and received 
ideration from that gentleman. The 
Committee on Naval Affairs, who have reported 
this bill, were satisfied that the agreement entered 
into between the then Secretary of the Navy and 
Mr. Myerle justified the conclusion that they ar- 
rived at; and my object, sir, will be to prove from 
the record that they were correct in their con- 
clusion. 

In the first place, [ will call the attention of this 
committee to the agreement made between the 
Secretary of the Navy and Mr. Myerle, where 
he urges Mr. Myerle to undertake this work—to 
establish the water-rotting of American hemp— 
and by that means to accomplish a great national 


some cons 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


enterprise. 
Myerle: 


** You sought no contract; the proposal came from me 
One of your leading motives in acceding to my proposition 
was from a wish to confer a benefit on your country. You 
succeeded, and were ruined. Your hemp was improperly 
rejected. All previous efforts by the Navy Department to 
induce persons to come forward with asupply of ‘iatarticle 
had failed, until you were induced by me to undertake it 
The Navy is now supplied with a superior article. You 
never pretended to be the inventor of the process of water 
rotting, but you were the first person to prove its practica 
bility to the United States. After you were established, 
there were not wanting a sufficient number of applicants 
to the Departinent for contracts—among the number was a 
Mr. Hart, of Kentucky.’’ 


Mr. Paulding says, in a letter to Mr. 


This is the declaration of Mr. Paulding, t 
then Secretary of the Navy: that he made the 
suggestion to Mr. Myerle; that Mr. Myerle did 
not seek the contract; but, imbued with charac- 
teristic American spirit, he entered into it and 
became a ruined man, and is now very poor. 
After the practicability of the experiment had been 
established, although Mr. Myerle had ruined him 
self in consummating it, there were not wanting a 
sufficient number of applicants to the Department 
for contracts, and among that number was Mr 
Hart, of Kentucky. Mr. Paulding says: ‘* That 
‘there had been many experiments made for years 
‘previously to Mr. Myerle embarking in the en- 
‘terprise, and that it was considered an unhealthy 
‘ operation, and impracticable.’’ 

Mr. Myerle had to contend with the genera 
prejudice that then existed in the State in which he 
introduced the system of water-rotting hemp, and 
had to overcome it by personal exertion and the 
influence that hecould exercise. The result of the 
test proved that it was not unhealthy. 

The report of the Board of N ivy ( PommMission- 
ors, dated December 31st, 1839, to the Navy 
Department, stated that the operation was un- 
healthy, and that the farmers would not water-rot 
their hemp. I will read an extract from that re- 
port, made by Commodore Morris, which alleges 

‘* That the Board have at all times been anxious to obtain 
hemp of the growth of the United States, if it could be tur 
nished, of such quality as would justify its use for the 
Navy. There is no doubt, that if the hemp of this count 
were to be properly prepared by water-rotting, and the other 
necessary processes, it might be delivered at our navy- 
yards, of equal, if not of greater strength and better quality 
than any other which had been subject to the chances for 
injury, to which all imported hemp is exposed. The reaso 


which has been assigned for adhering te the dew rotti: 


practice, is the injury to the health of those engaged the 
water-rotting.’’ 
I need not urge another reason, I apprehend, to 


sustain the position I have assumed, that there 


wasa strong and general prejudice existing against 
water-rotting hemp. And that it has been entirely 
and effectually overcome, no one, with the facts to 
the’ contrary staring hii in the face, 
to deny. I will merely state it here, and will prove 
it conclusively, after a while, that Mr. Myerle 
abandoned a large and lucrative manufacturing 


Is prepar»re d 


interest to accomplish this national enterprise, by 
which that anda large amount of property became 
a total lossto him. The hemp that Mr. Myerle 
contracted to furnish the Navy Department—and 
I wish to impress this upon the committee partic- 
ularly, because upon that I think the basis of the 
fairness and justice of this claim rests—was not to 
be rejected. The hemp, I repeat, was not to be 
rejected, and Mr. Paulding, in his letter of the 8th 
of March, 1848, says: 


‘“* Had I been at the head of the Navy De partment at the 
time your heinp was rejected, ] would most assuredly have 
taken upon myself the responsibility of directing it to be 
received, notwithstanding it was reported somewhat inf 
rior, not in quality, I believe, but in cleanliness, or sore 
thing ot that sort. 

*¢ Satisfied of the great importance of the object aimed to 
be accomplished, had [ not been prevented by a politic: 
revolution, | would have fulfilled every pledge I made to 
you to the very letter, and at least saved you from any loss 
after all the labor and risk you incurred. You were the 
very man I wanted for such an undertaking; you were 

her too prudent nor too rash. You were willing to risk 
the labor of an experiment, at that time considered almost 
hopeless, and you had the best of all support, a reliance on 
Providence. I saw atonce that you would succeed, if any 
man could, and you did succeed, where I verily believe not 
another man in the United States would have done so.” 





This is the testimony of the then Secretary of 
the Navy, the gentleman who entered into this 
contract, who acknowledges that the rejection of 
the hemp was improper, and that if he had con- 
tinued at the head of the Department, he would 
have prevented Mr. Myerle from lossand ruin. It 
is unnecessary for me to mention why he did not 
remain at the head of the Department. It was 
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because a political revolution occurred, and another 


gentleman was appointed to fill his piace. 


To give assurance, sir, of the intention of the 
Secretary of the Navy to continue this contract, 
id to receive the hemp after the contract had been 
rade for two hundred tons, he reaset three 
hundred more, entering into a contract with Mr 
Mvyerle tosupply five indred ns of water-! ted 


hemp; and in a lette: 


1849, he says: 


| ' ou ! is agnitr po t ‘ 
I hope t ta tota ut I ips it may t : ' 
the st e end by : x ‘ to procure a 
re a te re in : 1 sa 
t | ’ t t ar less 
gs i se 
And his er dated | 1849. and 
ddre t » Mi My V ere rete thé 
ivantages kely c c | \ ty t lle 
d tl ry trom the f t tior 
f American w I | y 
I ‘a t y ‘ 
s ) \ t i vat 1 Va } 
tor I te Sta ) 
’ ur ‘ cla » tin 
1 f ’ ‘ e De iment 
Sivle ‘ , tr 
] est ; ; } sk he th 
t staf hjectior nen 
é rt ntil Toffere ne ’ 
: f } [ i a 
i ost N AM I “uM ‘ che 
f t e wa 
Ss err 1 ¥ , 
try; ' \ {A 
m stratior I il ( 
I uld red i ee u J th 
! iw is I ne 
measure to ¢ ! i ib I ind haza ley 
taking | ugh the « I vd v has beer m 
plet il ed 1 £ ‘ rar ind 
S ‘ at ( puli ‘ I | i with 
wiater-9 t i ’ } ' I but 
reg it t : nf pur vn prop 
t iggravated yveated dh po ents eking 
e hitth nse t ase tif 
ition, as it Was Ina greatda re 7 ‘ iw 
nent ind so} itatio ’ i vi re au 1 1 t . 
hazardotis enterprise 1 hav en. am.and alwat j 
be willing to lend ny aid far astruth wi u wh im 
uc v if n ! tu 
‘ er 
I} if i¢ : é r ‘ ‘ a s ‘ 


1 to f w I 

té ded t 

( ane et ‘ { 4 
ers, but I do é that——that 
the hemp that w f » Bosto on ince 
with h ‘ itra va et } i im- 
nroperly rejected: and the t {tM Pau 
air r that | nave t re ! ne} nNo- 

ion 

It 18 edless, it strike e, to oO one ate fur- 
ther than the declaration 1 le Mr. Pauldi ‘4 
etter of February 28th, 1849, t ake this AiSé 
ippear a nla rone, a d rive Mir Mvye ‘ ! tin 
upon this Government 

The benefits that | ed { 1 the 
duction of American wate i vy be 
riefly iverted t The } f » 
nemp up to 1836 we i r ; 
tons perannum. 3S as be lecre ! 
to the nal imour } t+ [ 
think this pro ely thatt n ion 
f A ner i f | i : 
ect t tne r i try 
We paidt eto Russia of ut $3,000,000 e 
ve r. There } tavery : mount now 
r ed t} re that rod ‘ 
American wate otted f } ken the ‘ 
of hem yrted m Ru 

I red to the impres ° 

uiled in Kentucky, a Visso 6 
i Se, tne . A r | wrt 
injul to the he f ! nhabi- 
tants. It required id f ne exertior 
and influence to pursuade the people to the con- 
trary. That pr d t ha vever é ver- 
( yme. ar d hence the iu \ re 
water-rotted her To Mr. My ewe mainly 
indebted for remov that prejud and 
cessfully carrying ¢ this ational! ete ¢ 
Mr. Myerle has up to t . re ved no: 
pensation for this great pul work. The receipt 
for his hemp at the amount agreed upon, were t: 


compensate him for enterir 
I 


with the zeal and perseverance that he manifested 





ee ee 


er. 


| 
) 
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It was to have been received and pull for oy the 
Government, and was not to be rejected for any 
trifling reason, or indeed at all. 

The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Brecxin- 
niper} has offered an amendment, which is now 
pending before the committee, direc ting that the 
amount to be paid to Mr, Myerle shall be held 
back until the claim of Messrs. Montmullen & 
Cornwall has been adjudicated in a legal manner. 
Now, sir, I said the other day,and I am prepared 
to reiterate the declaration, that Montmullen & 
Cornwall have no legal or just claim upon the 
amount that may be voted to Mr. Myerle. He 
entered into an agreement with them that they 
were to advance hum money, with which he might 
procure the means of water-rotting hemp. It was 
understood that they were to have a lien upon the 
hemp until the amount of the advances made to 
Mr. Myerle were paid. Thirty tons of hemp— 
of the two hundred tons under the first contract— 
were shtpped 10 Boston, where the he amp had to 
undergo inspection by the Board of Navy Com- 
That board, as is known, rejected 
Montmullen & Cornwall obtained 
possession of that hemp, and its future history 1s 
only known from the general commercial know!l- 
edge which business men obtain from circum- 
stances around them, which informs them that an 

ritcle like that is sent from one market to another. 
Montmullen & Cornwall obtained possession of 
those thirty tons of hemp, had it made into bale- 
rope, and sent tt to some other point forsale. Mr. 
Myerle never received a farthing from the pro- 
ceeds of that sale, nor has he had an account ren- 
dered to him by Montmullen & Cornwall up to 
this hour of the amount advanced to him, of which 
he is profoundly ignorant. The contract with 
Montmullen & Cornwall, perhaps, ought not to 
be the subject of comment, certainly not of reflec- 

tion, here; but it was a pretty hard bargain, in 

my estimation. 

The first contract was for two hundred tons of 
hemp, for which $60,000 was to be paid by the 
Government. Taking the contract for two hun- 
dred tons of hemp, and placing the cost of the 
hemp at $250 per ton, that would make a busi- 
ness transaction of $50,000. The average time 
to close the transactions between Montmullen & 
Cornwall and Myerle was six months, and the 
amount of interest paid to that firm was one per 
cent. per month, which, upon that sum, would 
have yielded them $3,000. They had from Mr. 
Myerle two and a half per cent. for guarantying 
the payment of his drafts, which, taking the 

$50,000 as a basis, would yield $2,500. They 
were then paid the difference of exchange between 
Lexington and Boston, which at that period was 
seven and a half per cent., yielding upon $50,000, 
$3,750. For packing and shipping the two hun- 
dred tons, they were to receive $8 per ton, which 

would have yielded $1,600. T he ace eptances that 
they gave to the farmers who were engaged in 
producing this hemp, which were drawn at ninety 
days, were cashed at one and a half per cent. per 
month, which would yield $1,115 by the same 
process of reasoning and calc ulation. If, there- 
fore, the two hundred tons had been received by 
the Government, as they ought to have been, 
$10,000 would have been the profit upon the ad- 
vances made by Montmullen & Cornwall. They 
were and, 1 suppose, still are rich men. Their 
business was dealing in money, and making 
advances by which they were likely to be advan- 
taged. It was, perhaps, perfectly proper and 
consistent with such transactions that they should 
make the best bargain they could, and I have not 
submitied this statement to the consideration of 
the committee with a view to find fault with any 
business arrangement made between Mr. Myerle 
and Montmullen & Cornwall; but I have sub- 
mitted it to show that there was a very strong in- 
ducement to enter into this operation, in a com- 
mercial point of view, because the profits were 
likely to be large. 

Well, sir, the hemp was rejected, contrary to | 
the agreement and understanding between the 
Secretary of the Navy and Mr. Myerle. It was 
immediately taken possession of as Montmullen 
& Cornwall, as well as about fifty tons still re- | 
maining in Kentucky. The eighty tons thus in 
their possession, if legitimately disposed of, would 
have been sufficient to have paid all their claim, 
and, perhaps, have left sufficient to remunerate 
Mr. Myerle for the great sacrifices that he made |/ 


rissionera. 


the hemp. 
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in this enter rprise. ‘es it hepeieed he got none 
of it, and Montmullen & Cornwall reaped the re- 
sults of all his labor. Mr. Myerle desired to have 
an opportunity of coming to Washington with 
the purpose of ne an interview with the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, to endeavor to persuade that 
gentleman to relieve him from the conclusions 
arrived at by the Board of Naval Commissioners. 
He desired Montmullen & Cornwall to permit the 
hemp to remain in the possession of the agent of 
the Government, which they refused todo. As I 
said, they took possession of the whole of it. 
Now, if the eighty tons had been sold at $250 per 
ton, it certainly would have been sufficient to pay 
all the advances made by Montmullen & Cornwall, 

at all events. Mr. Myerle had no account of the 
amount they advanced, or the amount of indebt- 
edness from those advances. Now, I contend that 
the very knowledge of the fact that these gentie- 
men had possession of all the hemp, should be 
sufficient to persuade this committee to vote down 
the get of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
{[Mr. BreckinripGE,| even if it were in order, be- 
cause if the hemp had been received by the Gov- 
ernment, as it ought to have been, he would have 
received enough to pay the advances made by 
Montmullen & Cornwall, as I before said, and 
probably enough to have paid Mr. Myerle for the 
influence he exerted in establishing and in perfect- 
ing this enterprise. 

Mr. Myerle, after having petitioned Congress 
in 1844 for relief, pleading that he had a just 
claim, solicited Montmullen & Cornwall to sub- 
mit a statement of their losses, if any, on the ad- 

vances they made to him, and desired their ¢ oop- 
eration in pressing this claim upon the justice of 
Congress. Montmullen & Cornwall, however, 
refused to coéperate with him in pressing his 
claim. They also refused to submit a statement 
of the amount of money advanced by them. 

Mr. Chairman, I have but one other point to 
which 1 wish to refer, and I will conclude my re- 
marks. I desire to submit to the consideration of 
this committee, the result of the investigation 
which was made upon the qualities of this hemp, 
as compared with the best Russian water-rotted 
hemp. Itis the first official report ever made upon 
American water-rotted hemp. It was made in 
compliance with an order issued by a board of na- 
val commissioners in Boston. I rag this report 
for another reason. I submit it prove that 
great injustice was done Mr. euk, and to 
Montmullen & Cornwall, if they suffered by it, 
by the rejection of this hemp; and that there was 
no good reason for its rejection, so far as its qual- 
ity was concerned, except, perhaps, in a want of 
cleanliness, which was incidental in trying a new 
experiment. 

Mr. HALL. Will the gentleman permit me 
to ask him one question ? 

Mr. FLORENCE. Certainly. 

Mr. HALL. I| desire to ask the gentleman 
what Montmullen & Cornwall got for this rejected 
hemp? 

Mr. FLORENCE. That is the question? 

Mr. HALL. That is the question | put to the 
gentleman. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Very well, I will tell the 
gentleman what they did with it; but what they 


| got for it precisely, [ cannot tell. After this hemp 


was rejected by the Board of Naval Commissioners, 

Monimullen & Cornwall took possession of all of 
it, and sent it to New Orleans, where it was 
kept for three years, and made up into bale rope. 

If they had sold it at the time, they would have 
realized a large sum of money from it. But, sir, 
the market fell—to use a commercial term; the 
price of the article was reduced, and they lost on 
it in consequence. Now, I want to know, if the 


fact that Montmullen & Cornwall took the hemp, | 
| and kept it in their possession until the price of 
the article was reduced, is to be urged as a reasomt | 


to show that this hemp was not a good arti- | 


cle?) Was it Mr. Myerle’s fault that it remained | 


there? 

Mr. HALL. I desire to ask the gentleman one 
other question, for | expect after all, I know more 
about this matter than the gentleman from Penn- 


sylvania. Was not this hemp found to be such | 


a miserable and worthless article that it had to be 


sold as dew-rotted hemp for about $100 a ton, | 
while Russia water-rotted hemp was selling atthe | 
|| same time for $230 a ton? 


Mr. FLORENCE. Ido not admit any such 
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thing. But even admitting it, that makes no dif- 
ference. ‘This was a new experiment. 

Mr. HALL. But I understand this claim is 
based upon the ground that this hemp should not 
have been rejected. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Very well; then I will sat- 
isfy the gentleman upon this point by reading the 
report made by Mr. Whitmore, of the investiga- 
tion made under the direction of the Naval Board 
of Commissioners, affording as it does an addi- 
tional evidence of the importance of the enterprise 
in which Mr. Myerle was engaged, and the im- 
mediate advantageous consequences to the naval 
resources of the Republic. The report to which 
I refer, and to the reading of which I desire the 
especial attention of the gentleman from Missouri, 
{Mr. Hatt,] and to which I crave also the atien- 
tive consideration of the House, adduces incon- 
trovertible facts, showing the streneth and quality 
of the first water-rotted hemp forwarded from Ken- 
tucky in 1840. It will appear from this report, 
that the water rotted hemp of Mr. Myerle was 
actually proven to be superior to the best Russia hemp. 
I will add here that this official report was made 
by Stephen Whitmore, junior, foreman of the naval 
rope-walk at Charlestown, in the State of Mas- 
sachusetts. I may also, before I read the report, 
be permitted to state that in all, about two hun- 
dred tons of water-rotted hemp furnished by Mr. 
Myerle under this contract, was rejected by the 
agents of the Navy Department, and being thrown 
upon his hands was sold ata great loss in Europe 
and in the United States, by which serious and 
irretrievable embarrassmenis were brought upon 
him. But I will hasten to read the report: 


* Navy-YarRD, CHARLESTOWN, November 22, 1840. 

“Sir: In compliance with your order of November 2, 
I have examined and experimented upon the different sam- 
ples of American hemp received from the Board of Navy 
Commissioners, and have compared them with the best 
Riga, Rhine, and St. Petersburgh hemp. I would respect- 
fully submit the following results of the experiments : 

‘THE AVERAGE STRENGTH OF THREE TRIALS.—Nample 
No. 1, tow extracted 14 per cent., sustained a weight com- 
pared with a rope of 1}? inches, untarred, 5,040 pounds ; 
tarred, 5,502 pounds. 


‘* Sample No. 2, tow extracted 25 per cent., sustained a 
weight compared with a rope 1}? inches, untarred, 4,284 
pounds; tarred, 4,431 pounds. 

* Sample No. 3, tow extracted 22 per cent., sustained a 
weight compared with a rope 1} inches, untarred, 5,922 
pounds; tarred, 5,481 pounds. 

* Riga, Rhine, tow extracted 19 per cent., sustained a 
weight compared as above, untarred, 4,746 pounds ; tarred, 
4,893 pounds. 

“St. Petersburgh, clean tow extracted 22 per eent., sus- 
tained a weight as above, untarred, 4,011 pounds; ; tarred, 
3,948 pounds.”’ 

Mr. HALL. By whom was this report made? 

Mr. FLORENCE. It was made in compliance 
with an order issued by the Board of Naval Com- 
missioners, on the 22d of November, 1840, by 
Stephen Whitmore, jr., rope-maker. 

Mr. HALL. With reference to what hemp 
was this report made? 

Mr. FLORENCE. It is in reference to Mr. 
Myerle’s hemp. It is a comparison between that 
and Russian hemp. 

Mr. HALL. ‘That report was not in reference 
to the hemp of Mr. Myerle, which was rejected 
by the Board. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Well,I will read the state- 
ment, and the gentleman will see what it was. It 
was an investigation made by order of the Board 
of Naval Commissioners, for the p yurpose of ascer- 
taining the difference between American water- 
rotted hemp and Russian hemp. 

Mr. HALL. The gentleman says this hemp 
of Mr. Myerle was taken possession of by Mont- 
mullen & Cornwall, carried to New Orleans and 
manufactured into bale rope. Now,I want to 
know if it was upon this bale rope that these ex- 

| periments were made? 

Mr. FLORENCE, No, certainly not. 

Mr. HALL. How, then, were these experi- 
ments made upon this hemp, if it was all made 
| into bale rope? 

Mr. FLORENCE. It was upon that furnished 

} by Mr. Myerle. 

Mr. HALL. Then Mr. Myerle had charge of 
this hemp? 

Mr. FLORENCE. No, sir, Montmullen & 
Cornwall had charge of the hemp which was re- 
jected. 

Mr. HALL. How could the experiment have 
been made upon this hemp, then, if Montmullen 
| & Cornwall had it in their possession? 


(| Mr. FLORENCE. I said they took possession 











1852. 


of it and refused to give it up. But if the gentle- 
man will allow me to read, I think the report itself 
will make the matter plain: 


«| will remark that the samples No. 1 and No. 3 of the 
American hemp were of extra quality and great strength, | 
and much better cleaned than any I ever seen before. 
Sample No. 2 was of good quality, but not equal to the | 
others. I should judge it to be a fair sample of American 
hemp generally. American hemp is brought into the market 
packed in bales, a part of which is good, and a part of in- 
ferior quality, no attention having been paid to selecting the 
good from the bad. The Russia hempis inspected and sep- 
arated by a regular inspector into three qualities—the first 
quality is called the clean hemp, the second out shot, the 
third half clean. These same qualities are found in the 
American, which should be inspected and separated in a 
similar manner.”? 


" 


Now, sir, I desire particular attention to the next 
paragraphs: 

‘Subject the hemp ef Mr. Myerle to inspection, [ have 
no doubt, judging trom the samples he has furnished, that 
a large proportion of it will be found of very superior qual 
ity, stronger than any imported hemp, and nearly as well 
cleaned. 

“The objections to rope made of American hemp are, 
that it decays sooner than Russia hemp rope ; there is a de- 
cayed glutinous substance attached to the fibre, which pre- 
vents the tar from penetrating it properly, and also has a 
tendency to rotthe rope. These samples Ll found to be very 
free from this substance. ‘he process of water rotting, [ 
should think, would work this substance off, and remove 
the evilin a great measure. [am informed that American 
hemp is generally dew-rotted.’’ 

* | am, respectfully, your obedient servant. 

* STEPHEN WHITMORE, Jr., Rope-Maker. 
“To Com. Joun Downs, 
** Commandant Boston Navy- Yard.” 


That is the report of Mr. Whitmore. It is the 
declaration of a man competent to the task im- 
osed upon him, or I presume he would not have 
yeen consulted; and the letter needs no further 
comment from me, however much | may desire to 
do so, by contrasting the relative difference be- 
tween American water-rotted hemp and Russian 
water-rotted hemp. I have no time todo so. I 
will now read a statement showing the opinion of 
the manufacturer of a portion of this rejected hemp: 

The following certificate from the manufacturer 
who purchased a large portion of the rejected 
hemp, will show its character: 

“The quantity of hemp which I purchased from Messrs. 
Lombard & Whitmore, water-rotted, I found a very perfect 
article, very clean, free from tow and strong fibre. This 
hemp, [I understood from them, was a parcel they received 
from you for Government, but they declined receiving it, 
and was therefore obliged to offer and seli to others. 

“B. SEWALL, Boston.” | 

Mr. HALL. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania desires the House to understand this case. 
Now, I| will state that in this investigation upon 
which this report is founded, the hemp of Mr. 
Myerle was not touched at all. It was made for 
the purpose of testing certain specimens of Ameri- 
can water-rotted hemp, but it was not that hemp 
which was rejected by the Board. But what 1 
want to know is, what became of .this hemp after 
it was rejected? How much of it remained in 
market? and what was the character of it ? 

Mr. FLORENCE. I have said to the gentle- 
man before that this hemp was made into bale | 
rope; and it was sold as bale rope. It was not 
sold as hemp at all. 

Mr. HALL. It was manufactured as dew- 
rotted hemp, because it would not sell as water- 
rotted hemp. For this reason it was manufactured 
into bale rope. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I have evidence to thecon- 
trary, if I had time to refer to it. I hope the gen- 
tleman who reported this bill, [Mr. Bococx,] will 
satisfy the gentleman upon that subject. I have | 
evidence that a portion of the hemp raised in the | 
gentleman’s own State—raised in Missouri—was | 
sent to Liverpool and sold; and I have read the 
statement of the manufacturer, that it was as good 
as the best Russia hemp. I will submit here but 
two paragraphs, extracted from Mr. Myerle’s 
statement: 

‘¢T also made a shipment to Liverpool, which sold for 
£1 10 per ton higher than Russia hemp in that market. 
(See P. J. Francia’s letter, filed with my papers.) A man- 
ufacturer who purchased a portion of the same hemp in this 
county, stated that it was too good for ordinary purposes, 
and that he was reserving it for some finer qualities of | 
cordage. j 

“¢ Such has been the advances made in the western coun- | 
try since that period in the water-rotting of hemp, that the 


Navy can now procure any amount of the article, of a better | 
quality than the imported, and at a lower price.”’ 


Mr. HALL. Does the gentleman mean to | 
assert that Mr. Myerle ever manufactured any | 
water-rotted hemp in Missouri ? 


Mr. FLORENCE. Yes, sir. 


I will read a 


+ 
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letter from a gentleman from Missouri, which I 
hope will satisfy my friend from Missouri [Mr. 
Hat] upon that point. 


Mr. HALL. Before the gentleman goes on, I 
will say that David Myerle never was engaged in 
manufacturing hemp in Missouri. 


Mr. FLORENCE. My time is short, and I 
must say to the gentleman, that I cannot yield 
another moment. If the gentleman desires to op- 
pose this claim, which I consider justand proper, 
let him submit his remarks to the committee, who 
will give them whatever weight and consideration 
they are entitled to. 

I think | have submitted a very clear case, based 
upon facts and testimony which cannot be contro- 
verted, and | ask this committee and House to do 
justice to a gentleman who bas entered into a great 
national enterprise, by which the Government has 
been largely benefited, but by which he has been 
ruined. 

Now, for the benefit of my friend from Missoui, 
{[Mr. Haxt,]} I will read a letter from a gentleman 
from Lafayette county, Missouri: 


WasuIneton Crry, 4ugust 26th, 1850. 

Dear Str: In regard to your inquiries as to my knowl 
edge of your efforts in the State of Missouri, to the promo 
tion of the growth and preparation of hemp, | can state 
knowingly, from being a hemp grower mysell, in Lafayette 
county, that your eflorts have been of incalculable advan 
tage, both to the State and the West generally. 

The impetus given by you in the growth and preparation 
of thatarticle has commanded the highest admiration on 
the part of the hemp growers and the farmers, generally 
producing them an unlimited market, not only in the east, 
but also a foreign one for all they can produce, at such prices 
as will give them a profitable return for their labor. 

Previous to the commencement of your Operations in our 
State in 1839, the growth of hemp was very limited, and 
was barely considered as an object of attention, arising from 
the want of a proper mode of preparing it, and a market. 
But since that period, the instruction as to its culture, en 
couragement given and held out by you, has increased the 
growth most rapidly to that extent, as being now the great 
staple of the State, and the principal reliance which the 
farmers have for means to purchase land and the necessa 
ries in domestic purposes, which has been the means also 
of changing the appearance of the State from being newly 
settled to that of wealth and refinement. As an illustration 
of the facts here presented of the prosperous results at 
tending your exertions for several years in our State, I will 
state the town of Lexington, located on the Missouri river, 
in the county in which [ reside, was, previous to your et 
forts, a dull, monotonous village; since that period it has 
become a prominent (depot) for receiving hemp and other 
produce, (hemp being the principal artiele,) which is for 
warded to St. Louis, thence to eastern ports and Europe. 
The result attending this business gave an impulse to rapid 
improvements. [tis now a flourishing town of several thou 
sand inhabitants. It has been a source of great regret that, 
as Government had engaged you in this great national en- 
terprise, they had not continued to give you that reasonable 
encouragement that the importance of the subject required. 
In that event the result would have been at this time to the 
country, an abundant supply of a superior article of water 
rotted hemp for the Navy—a large surplus for exportation of 
that article to foreign countries. 

But the improper rejection of your hemp by the Govern 
ment agents was not only calculated to paralyze the enter 
prise of water-rotting, but also discourage the tarmers from 
pursuing that process, in the preparation of the article for 
market. In my opinion, the country owes you the price of 
a great benefit for your patriotic efforts and sacrifices; and I 
shall be much pleased to learn that Congress bas done you 
justice, by amply remunerating you for your losses, sacri 
fices, labor, and time, sustained in the prosecution of this 
laudable enterprise; and I feel confident to say, that were 
the question of justice by Congress leftto the people of 
Missouri, it would receive a unanimous response to your 
credit. 

I refer you to the Hon. Judge Atchison, of the United 
States Senate, Hon. John 8. Phelps, and the Hon. James 8. 
Green, for further evidence of my citizenship in Missouri. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. D. BENNING, 
Lafayette county, Missouri. 
Davip Myer te, Esq. 


Mr. HALL. I wish to ask the gentleman, if 


| Mr. Benning states that the introduction of hemp 


in large quantities into Missouri has a tendency 
to civilize our people? 

Mr. FLORENCE. Did not you hear what I 
read? He says it will open a new country there, 
induce a large settlement, and be of great advan- 


| @ee by making it the staple of your State. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, I| have one other point to 
refer to, and then I will conclude. } 
my friend [Mr. Breckinrivee) that Mr. Myerle, 
at the time he entered into this contract with the 
Government, was insolvent. I want to satisfy the 
committee, and through them the House, that such 
was not the case; but, on the contrary, that this 

| gentleman made large pecuniary sacrifices, and 
comes here with a just claim; and that it is due to 
him that Congress should vote him the amount re- 
ported by the Committee on Naval Affairs. I will 
read letters and an affidavit from Mr. Stewart, a 





It was said by | 
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gentleman of Louisville, which, I do not doubt, 
will be conclusive upon the minds of the commit- 
tee, and satisfy them of the fact that serious losses 
were sustained by Mr. Myerle, and that he was not 
insolvent at the time he entered into the contract 
to which I have so frequently referred: 


Lovisvitie, July 4, 1839. 
Deak Sirk: Our manufacturing operations are going on 
as usual. l have received highly flattering advices from 
our agents at New Crileans as to the quality of the cordage. 
The ship chandlers who have examined it there, pronounced 
it to be of the very first quality, and say if they can obtain 
their supplies of us, that they were done ordering from the 


North. Our agents say they can sell five hundred tons per 
year. If so. we Aave only to push the business to insure a 
fortune. Our payments are au made up to the Ish day of 
August. WILLIS STEWART. 


Davip Myerte, Esq. 


Lovuisvitir, February 15, 1845 

Dear Sita: Annexed you will find a statement of what 
I suppose an approach pretty a losses 
by engaging in the hemp operations I can give the state 
ment only in general terms, for I cannot tell what we might 
have made by the business had you continued in the map 
agement. You understood the business; neither Bland or 
myself did. That you have done the country, and the hemp 
growers of Kentucky and Missouri more particularty, a great 


urly to your positive 


service by vour great exertions, overturning the premdices 
which existed in the minds of the farmers themselves 
against water-rotting, on account of the supposed unhealth 

iness, is most certainly true. I fear, however, Congress 
will do nothing for you. The henefactors of our age are 
not generally those who derire any of the intages re 

sulting from their vrifices and lchor. With but a faint 


hope of them doing you justice, 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILLIS STEWART. 
Davip Mverue, Esq. 

In the fall of 1838, John B. Bland and 
purchased of David Myerle one third each of the Wast- 
ington Patent Cordage Manufactory, situated about four 
miles below the city of Louisville, on the Obio river, at the 
rate of $20,000, and formed a partnership with said Myerie, 
under the name and style of Myerle, Stewart & Bland 
In addition to the purchase above named, the finn expended 
almost $4,000 in putting up other necessary buildings, 
also purchased sixteen negroes, at a cost of #14,400 
establishment commenced operations, perhaps, in Decem- 
ber, 1848; and soon alter its commencement, Mr. Myerte 
left the management of the concern, and went on to Wash 
ington to attend to some arrangement that he was about 


the undersigned 





and 
The 


| entering into with the Government to supply water-rotted 


hemp to the Navy. He returned some time during the 
winter of 1838 and 1839, and thenceforth almost exclusively 
devoted his time to inducing the farmers of this State to 
commence the water-rotting of their hemp; and 
did, in a great degree, succeed in breaking down a pre 
judice that did exist against the process of water-rotting, 
which, on account of its supposed unhealthiness, had hith- 
erto prevented the hemp growers from undertaking it, and 
thereby added, as I conceive, immensely to the value of 
the hemp growers in the State, and in producing an article 


crops o 


| suitable to the uses of the Navy quite equal to the Russian. 


The consequence of this withdrawal from the superintend- 
ence of the manufacturing Operations of the extensive con- 
cern above named. was the total loss to him of his interest 
in the Washington Patent Cordage Factory, and the addi 
tional buildings put up by the firm above referred to, of al 
most $8,000 ; and I think I shall not be out of the way to 
say that his portion of loss on the negroes, and loss by man- 
ufacturing operations, would amount, at a fair calculation 
to $4,000 more, to say nothing of his time devoted to en 
lightening the hemp growers on the subject of water. rotting, 
and what he might reasonably have lost, and to have made 
by attending to the manufacturing operations of the Patent 
Cordage Factory. 

Having been a partner in the concer, and having the 
books of the concern in my office, I have a pretty good 
knowledge of the disastrous effects of Mr. Myerle’s with 
drawal from the management of the manufacturing opera 
tions. 

Given under my hand, at Louisville, Kentucky, the l5th 
day of February, 1845. WILLIS STEWART 

Subscribed and sworn before me, this L5th dav of Feb 
ruary, 1845. J. W. CORMICK, J. P., 

In Louisville, Kentucky. 


That must satisfy the gentleman, it seems to 
me, as to the quality of American water-rotted 
hemp, and the sacrifices Mr. Myerle made, and 
the position he occupied before he entered into this 
contract, 

I wish to say a word or two in relation to an- 
other letter in my possession, proving the serious 
losses resulting to Mr. Myerle by this experiment 
under a contract with the Government. But I 
suppose I have not time. How much time have 
I, Mr. Chairman? 

The CHAIRMAN. About one minute more, 

Mr. FLORENCE. Well, then, I have just 
time enough to earnestly urge the payment of this 

' claim, which lL conceive to be just, and in the sin- 
cerity of a sympathyzing heart, to ask this House 
to 

Pity the sorrows of a poor old man 
Whose trembling limbs have borne him to your door. 
Whose days are dwindled to the shortest span ; 
Oh, give relief, and Heaven will bless your store 
} Mr. HA R R Is, of Tennessee. The considera- 


| tion of this bill has already consumed the time of 
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this House two or three days, and how much 
nore of the time of the last Congress it is impossi- 
ble for me to say, but enough, sir, for the facts in- 
volved in it to have become historical. Believing, 
I do, that the committee is as well prepared to 
t upon this case at the present time as they 
iid be at any future period, I move that the 
smmittee rise, in order to offer the usual! resolu- 
tio to close debate upon this bill. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I will ask my friend 
Mr. Harris] to withdraw that motion, and I will 
renew it in fifteen minutes. I ask it for this reason: 
The question 1s upon the amendment which I 
offered, and | have had no opportunity to make an 
expianation of it 
Mr. HARRIS. I will give the gentleman fif 
een minutes in the resolution l propose to otter 
if the committee shall rise. 
The question was taken on the motion to rise 


’ 


1 it was agreed to; there being, upon a division, 
ayes 50, noes 27. 

he committee ace ordingly rose, and the Speake 
having resumed the chair, the chairman (Mr. Eub- 
BARD reported that the Committee of the Whole 
tiouse had had, according to order, the Private 
Calendar under consideration, and particularly 
Liouse bill No. 168, to indemnify David Myerle 
for expenses and sacrifice incurred in testing the 
practicability of procuring water-rotted he mp for 
the use of the Navy 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. I move the usual 

solution to terminate debate in Committee of the 
Whole on House bill No. 168, in fifteen minutes 
after its consideration shall be again resumed. 

The question was put upon the adoption of the 
resolution, and, upona division, there w@re—ayes 
(4, noes 18; no quorum. : 


Mr. ORR I move that the House do now ad- 


wourn. 

Che question was taken, and the House refused 
to adjourn; there bemg, upon a division—ayes 
"6, noes 61. ; 

Mr. HARRI I move that there be a call of 


1e House, os upon that motion demand tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Cuanpier 
Moony were appointed. 
The question was taken, and the motion that 
there be a call of the House was disagreed to—the 


ellers having reported—ayes 18, noes 101 
The question recurred on the adopti n of the 
resolution 
Mr. JONES Tennessee. [ move to strike 
it fifteen minutes, and in its stead to insert one 


muT 


he question was taken, and the amendment 
vas d sarreed to. 


Mr. HARRIS. I call for the previous ques- 
tion upon the passage of the resolution. 

The call for the previous question was sus- 

ined, and the main question was ordered to be 
put 

The question was then put, and the resolution 
was adopted. 

Che House again resolved itself into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Mr. Chairman, the 

| before the committee proposes to pay David 
Vyerle $30,000 to indemnify him for the expense 
1 sacrifice incurred in testing the practicability 
procuring American water-rotted hemp for the 


if the Navy. The amendment which I pro- 
se requires the’sum to be retained by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury until it shall be decided be- 


fore a court of justice whether Montmullen & 
Cornwall have a lien on the whole or any portion 
of this sum; providing at the same time, for the 
benefit of Myerle, that the suit shall be commenced 
within ninety days after the passage of this bill 


‘hat is the present posture of the question before 
the committee. I shall content myself, sir, with a 


immarv statement, leaving to the gentleman who 
reported the bill the general argument in favor of 
1e claim of Myerle. My object is to show that 
uy amendment ought to be adopted. I shall con- 

e myself to that, without arguing the general 
nerits of the bil Now, sir, it may be said, and 

id truly, that in ordinary contracts between the 
Government and an individual, the Government 
will not allow a third party to come in and inter- 
fere, but will settle its own contract with the indi- 
vidual, and leave the third party to his ordinary 
remedies after the money is paid over. That is 
generally true, but the present case is an exception 


{ 
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This was not an ordi- 
many $ yntract between Myerle and the Govern- 


me as I shall proceed to show yy the report « f 


to that general principle. 
| 


the « ommittee itself. It isstated in that renort— 


‘* That the great and leading national object was, by the 





patronage Ol the Government, and the success of the ex 
periment to be made by the memorialist under that patre 
age, to establish the practicability and safety of the water 
rotting process inour own country, and thus provide tor the 
supply of ourown Navy and merchant ship; with an 
American article equal to the foreigt 

They fo on to iy thal- 

‘This extension thie mtract by Mr. Paulding, before 
my part of the two hundre tons had been delivered, 
though the | i t delivery oft whole had passed, 
SHOWS, as the riniinait ie that the rity t entered 
nto with the memorialist Was not considered by the Sec 
retary a3 al na ne, nor the relations existing be 
iween the memoria t id the G ernment th e existing 

twee i i t ? 

4 

Afa 

Li i é e, thie re, that 

whatever tained as to |t strict legal 
right of the m norialistt the relhetwt ‘h he prays, founded 
upon the brea ii tract by the rejection of his hemp, 
in violation of i sand inducements held out to him 
bv the Secreta Navy. heh L we inded claim, 
both in }USLICE 1 j t lity, tor his i Ssses aud i ifl = til 
behalf of the G nmentand country; and that, independ 
ent ot this, he has str gy claims upon that country 
public benefactor, which ought not to be disregarded, and 
Vhich entitle him to reli it of the common ‘l'reasury o 
the nation. whose momet! , agriculture, and manutac 
tures hay been equally b ited b his exertions and 
idividual sacrifi = icrifices wh hought to be born by 
ill those benefited thereb rather than bv t individu 
who mad ind lias | i ined by thein. he commit 
tee, there , believe that this is a case in which a full 
and even liberal measure of relief is required, both by public 
just and und publie policy They therefore report 
bail 

rae : rev 

That putes it upon the true rround. hey con- 
ider there is an €« juity on the part ol M yerle for 
compensation tor his losses incurred in experi 
menting with reference to the practicability of 

s ; 
getting American water-rotted hemp. it is a case 
in equity to be administered by this House or by 

! | ‘ aie ; 

some autnority to whicn it Shall aeievate it. Now, 

ir, if the United States want to pay for any 

1 i g . ? 4 

money expended and any sacrifices in experiment 

ing upon the practicaviity of obltalnline Wwater- 
. 1 ’ 

itted hemp, those who really incurred the loss 

ind really paid the money in equity, are entitled 

} i er ? : t "7° ' ‘ 

» be reimburse by the Grover! ent. lhatis the 
q jesuon, In oO er words, the DASIS upon which 
this report is founded is, that Mr. Myerie has not 


iy given his personal attention, bul has expenc 


{ 
ed his funds in making an experiment to the ad- 


vantage of the Government; and that upon prin- 
ciples of general justice and equity ne ouent to ve 
reimbursed his losses. That bei ’ the basis of 
tie rep rt, | say that the mone ti ins een eX- 
pended, an 1 the sses incurred in the main by the 
crentlemen who are ovided for by mv amend- 


ment, the equity which Mr. M ye: e claims against 


the Government is their equltiy, and the extent of 
their losses, and ee anes tor by this 
committee, and by this House Otherwise . they 


cet nothing at any time under any circumstances, 
because it is admitted that now Mr. Myerle Is In- 
solvent, whatever may have been hi ondition 
heretofore. He himself, after first admitting his 
obligations to Montmullen & Cx rnwall, | regret to 
say, in his recent publication addressed to mem- 
bers of the House, repudiates altogether his pe- 
cuniary obligations to them My friend from 
\ irginia expressed his surprise, some time ago, 
when this matter wasup, when I told him Myer! 
had given Mont nullen & Cornwall a lien upon 
this hemp; but by a publication of Mr. Myerl 


which came into my hands lately, I discover the 


contract, which, | presume, is set forth correctly, 
in which a lien is given to them upon the hemp. 
Mr. Mvyerle, when he made the arrangement with 
the Government, went out to the Commonwealth 
of Kentucky and came mto my district, the 
largest hemp-growll i 


r district in the United States, 


Montmuallen ae 


Cornwall, who advanced him money for the pur- 


and made an arrangement wit 


chase of hemp with which these experiments were 
to be made; the hemp, as soon as ready and broken 
out, was to be shipped and held by them in their 
names until es ir claims or liabilities for indorse- 
ment should be satisfied, &c., &c. They accord- 
ingly furnished the money. ‘The hemp was rotted, 
broken out, and prepared for the use of the Gov- 
ernment, the expenditures being incurred by the 
gentleman named in that amendment. 

I have not time—I am so limited—to say any- 
thing about the character of the contract alluded 
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to by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
F LOREN( Es) He says that they charged Mr. My- 
erle usurious interest, and that the profits which 
they were to make out of the arrangerment would 
have been great if the hemp had been accepted. | 
know nothing about that—I care nothing about 
that. That was the arrangement between the par- 
ties, and as it was but an experiment, I presume 
that both parties expected, if successful, to make 
large profits. ‘The hemp was taken to Boston and 
rejected—some thirty or forty tonsof it, | believe— 
the exact amountI do notknow. The hemp being 
rejected, and Myerle bei ing insolvent, Montmullen 
& Cornwall took the hemp to New Orleans, (but 
not in violation of their contract with Myerle, 
converted it into bale ropes, and I have been in 
formed that the color of the he mp bel ng different 
from the dew-rotted hemp, and new to the mer- 
hants, they took alarm, and it could not be sold 
for its true value—though the color was a proof of 
its excellence. The result was, that a heavy loss 
was sustained all around. Mr. Myerle determined 
to apply to Congress for relief; and it is said that 
his agent called upon Montmullen & Cornwall for 
a statement of their loss, but they refused to fur 
nish it to him unless they could get an equal set 
tlement. Livery business man knows that they 
should not have furnished Mr. Myerle with their 
statement to enable him to take it as the basis of 
action, and then make out his own account against 
TI hey declined to do it. Now, it may be 
,if Mr. Myerle obtains this money, that he 
will each upon equitable terms with these rentle 
men. Ll regret to say that there is no hope of it, 
becau “ though Mr. Myerle admits that t the *y fur- 
nished the money to buy the hemp, he asserts, in 
aca public ation which he has laid upon ‘the 
tables of members, that he is under no pecuniary 
obligation to them whatever, although by his own 
idmission, in another part of the same paper, he 
offered them terms of compromise. Then, in the 
same paper, towards the conclusion, he declares 
that he does not owe them a dollar, because they 
large exchange and usurious 
nterest. But whatever they may have charged, 
they got neither principal, interest, nor exchange 
from him,and the small sum realized for the hemp 
did not pay a tithe of the losses. Ina more recent 
sublication Iaid upon the tables of members, he 
says: 
‘If in truth any loss was sustained by them, it was but 
the result of their own wrongful act, and therefure I should 
not be held responsible tor it.”’ 


them. 


had charged him a 


He has thus given distinct notice that he does 
not intend to pay them acent, and you will there- 
fore appropriate, if you pass the bill without my 
amendment, $30,000 for the purpose of paying 
losses which were incurred by them, which will 
vo into the pocket of Mr. Myerle. The facts and 
details cannot be tried by this House, and the 
committee will see in a moment the propriety, if 
there be any color of equity in the amendment I 
have offered, of allowing a court to adjudicate 
between these men and Mr. Myerle, and settle 
the case upon the principles of law and equity. 
If they have a lien upon equitable principles under 
their contract, let them have it. If not, they will 
have to go out of the court. As my time has so 
nearly expired I will not elaborate the argument 
I believe I have stated the substance of the claim 
As to the claim of Mr. Myerle for compensation 
at all, or of vay ater for compensation, I will say 
this: I have looked into the papers, and I wregt? 
that Mr. Myerle was induced by the Secretary of 
the Navy to undertake experiments for the benefit 
of the Government, in which great losben have 
been suffered. [have no doubt that those experi- 
ments conduced, in a great degree, to give an im 
*pulse to the preparation of water-rotted American 
hemp, and now, in point of fact, the American 
Navy is supplied for the most part at home in- 
stead of from abroad. I consider that the experi- 
ments made under Mr. Myerle’s direction have 
viven an impulse to the preparation of that kind 
of hemp which has provided our Navy with all 
that it requires at home, instead of going abroad 
for it. I will yield the floor upon this statement. 
with the expression of the hope that whatever the 
committee may do with the original bill they will 
at least adopt my amendment. 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. I wish to ask the 
gentleman from Kentucky a question. Where is 
the necessity for the amendment you propose? | 
do not understand why the agent of those who 
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laim this money cannot take 
lep 


this case from the 
partment and file their bill in chane ery. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. They cannot do 
It requires a positive law. The necessity for it is 
this: without the action of this House they cannot 
file a bill in chancery and retain the money in the 
Department until the case is tried. If they cannot 
lo it, it will be paid over to Mr. Myerle, who is 
not only insolvent, but announces his purpose not 
to pay them a dollar. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I believe that, though the time 
limited for the expiration of the debate has arrived, 
[ am entitled, as the person reporting this bill, to 
an hour to explain and defend [ will say, 
however, to the gentlemen who may feel an in- 
terest in this matter, or who may be anxious that 
the deb ate upon this case may he speedily con- 

cluded, that | have noe xpectation whatever that I 
shall engage the attention of this committee for 
anything like one hour. I hope to get through in 
some twenty or twenty-five minutes. I find my- 
self in a very peculiar and embarrassing condition 
in relation to this matter. 1, who have taken so 
little part in the ssions of this House, and 
have consumed so little of its time, even when ques- 
tions of great p importance have been under 
consideration, now feel myself called upon to come 
forward and advocate aclaim broucht here by a 
man of whom I know nothing apart from this case, 
and whose face [ never saw until I saw him here 
prosecuting thisclaim. I feel uncomfortable about 
it in another point of view. Itis needless for meto 

say anything in relation to my course in this body. 

The records will show, and those who have felt 
any interest in the matter, will remember that I 
have ranked myself upon the side of the most rigid 
economists in our expenditures of money, 
and have stood by the side of those who have gone 
furthest to make this Government pure, simple, 
and frugal. But notwithstanding all that, 1 find 
myself here advocating a bill opposed by certain 
gentlemen with whom I have been in the habit of 
acting, and with whom, when I differ, I always dis- 
trust myself, and always feel regret. However 
much [ may be disposed ~— those gentle- 
men, and however solicitous | may be to have their 
names recorded along by the mine u 
the records ess, i feel a higher inter- 


‘ 


( 


diseu 
RL 
uviic 


4 


hie 
puoi 


a 
t 


to act 


side of pon 


this Congere 


ot 


est in recording my name in favor of f justice and 
right, and in favor of honesty and fede dealing be- 
tween the Government and those who contract 


with the Government. 

It is and simply because I believe 
this man Myerle, of whom I say I know nothing 
apart from this case, is justly entitled to the 
sum allowed him by this bill, and because, as a 
member of the Committee Naval Affairs, it 
became my duty to report it, that | come forward 

in argument bill under considera- 
tion. What this case? The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. FLtorence]} has gone much 
into particulars and details. I will confine myself 
to a general statement of the principles upon which 
this case rests. In 1839, (I think was,) this 
man Myerle, then engaged in the manufacture of 
cordage at Louisville and St. Louis, came in con- 
nection with his business to the seat of Govern- 
ment. The gentleman who then occupied the post 
of Secretary of the Navy, the Hon. K. 
Paulding, of New York, a man whose private rep 
utation is entirely unspotted, and to whose integ- 
rity, honor, and character, as a public man, many 
here and thousands elsewhere will testify, came 
to the conclusion, from their interviews, that My- 
erle was partic ularly que ilified to conduct an enter- 
prise in which he felt much interest. He there- 


be “ause, 


on 
it, 
to sustain the 


} 


iS 


James 


upon represented to him that he weer make 
himself a great public benefactor he would 


establish the practicability iamenbhen hempe 
in the United States. As a matter of course, 
Myerle informed him that he was engaged in ex- 
tensive private transactions, and he could not 
relinquish them without incurring probable and 
almost necessary sacrifice. Upon the appeal made 
by Mr. Paulding, he how ever agreed to enter into 
this arrangement. TheSecretary of the Navy, un- 
der the laws of the land existing at that time, was 
authorized to contract for materials and supplies for 
the Navy. Clothed with such authority Mr. Pauld- 
ing, as Secretary, said to him, If you will enter 
into this matter and exert yourself faithfully and 
resolutely to prove to the country that hemp can 
be water-rotted in America, I will do—what? Now 
listen to the terms Paulding made with him. I 
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will do what l wi Bt hat y la ecured h indred tons of water-1 ted hemp manufac i 
against all loss; and if the G such a r year in this country Now, there are twels 
Governmen s I be vo uve thousand tons—enough to ly he whole 
handsome remunera your efforts prove suc Ame Navy. Bu re is 0 urticular en 
cessful iced this sé wh h 5 ‘essar\ t 
Mr. SWEE eR. He did t succeed exp! ind apply Mr. Paulding entered into a 
Mr. BOCOCK Hed l, e 3 Ww ow. further mntract wit ) Miverle.thathes! id 
Sut for the prese S f i ») insist on yrepare and deliver two hundred tons of this water 
that fact. If his ex ns we fai he was ytted hemp some time in the year IS41: and for 
to be indemnified against loss; and, if successful, t he should be paid $300 per ton, I think. 
he was to receive handsome remu ition from the In the fall 1840, the litical revolution t 
hands of tne Government. N WwW, Vir Mvyet é hi h Mi Paulding ul udes in one of his letter 
does not come here asking that remunerati n, al t ok place in this ¢ try, and he saw that he ha 
though he has been successful O have con » leave the Navy Depa ent in Ma Ls4] 
here representing that thgy have be r are ¢ Then, sir, before the expira of his term, some 
gaged in great Ameri in enter] , and therefore mein the year 184], ‘ rged the contract, 
ask aid fr mi th G yvernm t Ss in Ww i irge nd wreed with Myer et theshou d cle t hve 
assistance to enabie them to » tne ps hundred tons of this Ameri in water-rotted he » 
the British upon the seas,an ey f Uibners, ome time in the year 1842, t sSshnown ! } 
nerhaps, may be found, » Want ere en fidence that Myerle was roing on h estly nad 
sation for the discovery t! ry effect o faithfully in the enterpris In pursua 
ether, in f of pain In oper of a c contrat some time, | think, in the latte: rt of 
cal chara They, too, may 1842, or very early in the year 1843, Davis Myerle 
orvitan nand. M M ye . ) I enttwo hundred to fthis hemp to C estown, 
ful in an import ent ) ! ) i the State ef Massachuse » to le pan eXan 
large, asks no s 1 3 Ination It was examined id rejected. He ad 
you will stand up to re . hand a further supply, which would have bee 
retary oft the Navy, and rem e him delive dif that had no een rejected But WAS 
his losses. I would refer emen to rejected, and the bulance, therefore, was 1 deliv 
from Mr ulding in relation to 3 matté ered Myerle’s creditors then came down upon 
Mr. du avs, inh | Via I> bs I n, and he was cr ished at é fi it W vut of 
1848: the oce -ds of that hemp that he expected to meet 
‘Had I not been pre ited by a ul revoluti l engagements, which were numerous, and to 
would have fulfilled every pled tr the very sust his credit, which was la: y at stake 
letter, and at least saved you trom ! i ill 'wo f the commissioner who examined the 
labor and risk vou incurred bene, deuaned +t. and one of them seid that. it 
lat } 3 
In the Same ietter, he ij was ex llent hemp 19 vd he np as any foreigt 
7 Had I been at the head of th Na Dep tat tl emp A fter it was condemt! ed, it was sold 0 
time your hemp was rejected, Iw iid most assu v hay various persons engaged in private shipping inter 
taken upon myself the responsibility of ecting it to ber t eS I ae %- 
ceived, notwithstanding tt was report as erior t ests, and we have the test mony of some oft t! e 
quulity, I believe, but in cleanlins m men saying that it was as strong hemp » as they 
sort.” have ever had occasion to use under any circum 
Here is the declaration of Mr. P ling ut he tanees. ‘The hemp was rejected because, as was 
had pledg ced the Governme oO re i rate Mi tated ry the pre ntleman from Kentu ky [My 
Myerle. ‘The question arises h entle BRECKINRIDGE] a little while ago, it w of a 
men Say Mr. Pauldi iad ) t durke coor than that which had ee} sec in 
such a pre position Perha i no tl uNntry; but it wa as trol and fi in 
leg al rignt to make it la not hei » « j very pract i mr view 3 ie be R nr 
for that But Mr. Pauldu >, WwW ulnor | hem No oO Y was t} ere a eal i fice upo 
enter into contracts to fur 1s f ie two hundred tons sent t Boston, but the 
Navy He felt that he was dd | ) e very men—the constituen of the gent nan trom 
country, and not exceeding the reaso ne inte Kentucky seized the bala e of 1 wWwainst the 
of his authority when he entered into this arr f of Myerle, hurried o the market, and sold 
ment Will you, now, when you have been benefit itlan enormous 8A P 
ed by it, tell this old man, Mverle, nat he ha re Vir STANTON, « f Tenne ee, (inte iptu 
misled By a patriotic but careles ry of th If the gentleman from Virgi wil low me, I 
Government, and shall not be la rdu think t is just the point at which I ld like 
his conti t wil i 1, to his a i I to make the remarks which I propo ) Ke, \ 
Then, - if this bargain was made, and is to way of explanation to the reie n of 
regarded, the next que tion that iS€ wa hemp vy the ommissioners Boston. I de re 
M verle faithful in his endeave Lreiation to merely to say that | have no doubt of the fact tha 
matter ? Why, sir, the pr ft of Is an e At at ré ¢ mm was unjust, al i that the hem vas 
the time when the S« ry of Ni entere i Was re ured to be by the contract w 
into this arrangeme wil Mye , there were ne Mii rle. Tam informed by a « zen of Mem 
a hundred tons of water-rott nemp prepared D , whose character and ed ty are unqu 
thiscountry. A general belief p uled t W ) , thata short time e,in walku hrou 
unwhoiesome: and wherever! é erpri ne navy j ird i Bx ston, e {f the tiem 
comn i, men fled from it as om a} : ) er iid to | l Yi d = ect ) make 
a pestilence Vi yerle took it up d pro at ype at Memphis, do you ‘« Yes, we do 
it was not unwholesoms 53 al d Irom thi ne to al | 1e g eman, °**W W vo f ! Inv 
the quantity of American water-ro ne I ian 3 evel é ) fr » Ri 
steadily increased, until from t } ‘Well,’’ ( - y mav think , 
tons per year then manufact ed, tweive ‘ we do intend to le you dot We h 
tons perannum and 1 eet re now m de * mo oly in th net ) iness here well 
Mr. HALL here made a ren wh end to ply al hemp that is w if 
wholly 1 1audible to the | Le} yrters the Navy. In live years trom t me, é 
Mr. BOCOCK. There are numerous | See ate eee er 
here which show thatin varioi iborhoo *snhali n Su} ly pound of 1 
of the West water-rottin ne wa mnsMlere N ) nay have een rig 
an unwholesome enterprise, until Myerle ds rr ‘* gvassing,.’’ as we say inthe We i 
strated otherwise. no do that that is the feeling whi ) 
Mr. HALL I ask the rentieman ft » Virgi the pubiic officers at Bosto » al lal pare il 
yield me the floor fora few mi ” I wisht terested in the proceedings there; and it is tha 
make avery few remarks boi nis Olli. fe eung whit h has made them very nearly destroy 
Mr. BOCOCK [ will’yield to the entleman the public works at Memphis, and produces 1 that 
presently. I should have preferred it i ore tate of things which exists, and wi 1 is alt > 
tleman had made his remarks before I com ced gether « different from what the gentleman from 
Indeed, I offered him the privilege of doing so Kentucky [Mr. Breckinriper) has stated here 
Mr. STANTON, Tennessee. I ~hope th to-day. He stated that American hemp is now 
gentleman will allow me to say a few words som altogether used in t Navy. That is not so 
time or other during the « ourse of his h I \ » he ip Ta sed in the valleys of the Mi 
Mr. BOCOCK. Certainly, sir; I will do so siSSi} 1 Ohio can be purchased at the same 
Sir, I had said that, at the time this arrang rice as foreign hemp, and is as strong—-ay 
ment was made with Myerle, there was no tronger, bearing a heavier test than Russian hemp 
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has ever borne; and yet within a short time past 
no less than five hundred tons of Russian hemp 
have been purchased. 

Now, sir, I have no doubt from the proofs in 
the case, that this hemp was rejected at Boston 
by a system of juggling, in order to maintain 
Boston interests. I have no doubt that it was 
wrongfully rejected, and that Mr. Myerle was 


made to suffer immense injustice and loss from | 


the fact that his enterprise conflicted with Boston 
interests, and must fall before Boston interests. 
That is a true statement of the case. 
ought to be compensated because he has been un- 


Mr. Myerle | 


wey dealt with; because it is unquestionable that | 


1e has suffered loss, and that he has suffered it 
wrongfully. 

As to the subordinate question, the rights of 
these individuals advocated by the gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Brecxenninves,| [ do not pretend 
to decide it. It seems to me, that that is a ques- 


tion which cannot be decided here. It is a disputed | 


question, and | do not think that in justice to Mr. 
Myerle, the amendment ought to be adopted. This 
is all 1 desireto say about the matter. 

Mr. BOCOCK, (resuming.) The remarks just 
made by the gentleman from Tennessee, come in 
aid of the position that I am taking, that this 
hemp was improperly rejected. I had not said any- 
thing that would implicate any in malicious feel- 
ing towards Mr. Myerle or his section of country, 
or the commissioners who examined this matter. 
I did not know that that was an argument that 


would have mach weight with this House, espe- | 


ially when it was the. color of the hemp and not 
its strength that served those gentlemen as an ex- 
cuse for rejecting it, and when I can show by evi- 
dence, that the hemp was strongand good. I will 
say this, however, in connection with the remarks 
of the gentleman from Tennessee, that Secretary 
Mason, in a late report, says : 

«Finding by short experience that to insist on the inspec- 
tion at Charlestown, as heretofore practiced, would be in 
jurious to the western planter,’ he proposes that the annual 
purchases of that article, when not provided otherwise by 
eoutracts already made, shall ‘be delivered and finally in- 
spected at Louisville and St. Louis.’ ”’ 

From some consideration it appears that the 
Department became satisfied that it was unjust to 
those gentlemen making western hemp to require 
it to be inspected at Charlestown; and since that 
time inspection offices have been established at 
Louisville and St. Louis. 

I have shown that the Secretary of the Navy 
entered into an arrangement with this man, that 
he should engage in this business, and promised 
to indemnify him certainly against all loss, and if 
essful, to give him a handsome remuneration. 
I have endeavored to show that this man was 
faithful and energetic in his efforts to accomplish 
the purpose in which he was engaged. Todo so, 
I have stated the facts connected with the other 
and more restricted contract. If the contract. for 
the delivery of the five hundred tons of hemp was 
violated by theimproper rejection of the hemp, as 
seems to be established by the testimony already 
adduced, as well as by the emphatic Sicnrnsian ot 
Mr. Paulding, contained in one of his letters on 
file here, the right to damages under that breach 
is clear. If, however, it was properly rejected, 
which I do not admit, and the defect was an im- 
material or unavoidable one, then Myerle is en- 
titled to compensation under the broader agree- 
ment first set forth, that he should be protected 

arainst loss, if faithful. 


auce 


A gentleman near me asks whether it was in 


consequence of this undertaking on the part of 
Myerle that bankruptcy fell upon him as it 
has fallen upon him? I cannot say that it did, 
and 1 desire to be frank. 
entering into this arrangement, he withdrew his 
personal attention from his extensive and compli- 
cated private business, and devoted it exclusively 


to this public undertaking. Whether from the | 


withdrawal of that attention, or from other causes, 

those private operations did prove unsuccessful, my 
friend from Michigan, (Mr. Srvart,] who asks 
the question, is as well qualified as any other per- 
son, to judge how much depends on a man’s per- 


sonal attention to such business, and how great | 


the danger of withdrawing it. 

There isno claim, asstated in the report, for str 
thing connected with his private losses. The on 
claim is for remuneration for his actual losses in- 


curred in consequence of the rejection of ort 
hemp. 


| souri, (Mr. Haxt,] though I desire to say a few | 


The proof is, that after | yas 
| confine what | have to say within the space of ten | 





Mr. STUART. 
the gentleman from Virginia, whether Mr. My- 
erle was insolvent, and whether he became so in 
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consequence of his contract with the General Gov- | 


ernment? If he became so in consequence of this 
contract, it is not only legitimate, but a very 
strong argument. 
results from his private enterprise, the argument 
from that source falls; 
larly applicable to the amendment 
the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr 
RIDGE. | 
rove unsuccessful, and these gentlemen advanced 
et this money, probably with that knowledge, 
upon terms commensurate with the risk they 


roposed by 
. Breckin- 


ment should not be adopted. But I will only add 
a single word, for J cannot consent to take the 
gentleman’s time. I submit to the committee 


whether they have ever known a case where a | 


legislative body undertook to interfere between a 


If, however, his insolvency | 


but I regard it as particu- | 


{f his private amsvpebial were likely to | 


debtor and creditor that they did not work mis- | 


chief? I confess I never did. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I wish,in this connection, to 
read a letter which has already been read from the 
Clerk’s desk, but which perhaps the committee 
did not heer. Itis written by J 
ing. 

Hyne Park, Ducness County, April 12, 1852. 

Dear Sir: 


ames K. Pauld- | 


I write this to acknowledge the receipt of | 


the two letters of yours during the last winter, and one a | 
few days past, accompanied by an abstract of the last cen- | 


sus, printed in the Congressional Globe, from which I learn, 
among other things, that twelve thousand tons of water 


rotted hemp are now annually produced in the United | 


States. 

For this I do not hesitate to say, on my own personal 
knowledge, the country is indebted to your exertions, en- 
terprise, and perseverance, amid every species of discour- 
agement and to the ruin of your fortune. 
United States are under the vast obligation of being made 
entirely independent of foreign nations for the supply of an 
article indispensable to their navy and mereantile marine. 


Itis to you the | 


I prevented’ the. qasstion to || 


| the country by Mr. ‘Myerleat all; thatit wasa _- 





_ August 14, 











SRECKINRIDGE,] Who represents one nse ous of the most 
extensive hemp-growing districts in the United 
States, has told you, and every gentleman con- 
nected with this matter will'tell you, that the pro- 
cess of water-rotting hemp was not introduced into 


cess which has been tried long before that, in Ken- 
tucky ¢ and in other portions of the U nited States; 
that it is about as old as that of water-rotting flax; 
that it had been often tried in Europe and ‘Amer- 
ica, and that Mr. Myerle had only done the same 
thing when he made this contract with the Navy 


Department | that hundreds of individuals had done 
| before him. It is true the practice of water-rotting 


| hemp had not become very general in the countr 
took, then that is a strong reason why this amend- || 


before Mr. Myerle entered into it, but it is equally 
true that the same process is not very general to 
this day. 

I represent one of the largest hemp-growing dis- 
tricts in the country, and I'do not know a single 


| man in my district who manufactures water-rotted 


| the water-rotted for $200 per ton. 


hemp. And why? Because the prejudice still 
exists to some extent that it is unhealthy, in the 
first place, and in the next place, because it is a 
disagreeable and unprofitable business. Our hemp 
growers in upper Missouri can better afford to 
raise dew-rotted hemp at $90 per ton, than to raise 
That is the 


| reason why they do not water-rot hemp; but when- 


the recompense you ask of Congress is no equivalent for || 


your own labors and sacrifices, 
derived from them; and it seems strange that while 
body is appropriating millions of public property for rail 
roads through deserts, and displaying its liberality in behalf 
of future 
have hesitated to discharge a debt of gratitude for one al- 
= ady received of such magnitude. For the opposition of 
‘olonel Benton T could easily account ; 
ee a loss to find any rational motive for that of the member 
from North Carolina. 


much less tor the benefit | 


| ¢ oe 
that || afew years ago. 


as well as uncertain benefits it should thus long || while ago there was nobody in upper Missouri to 


but [ confess am | 


If itbe from a principle of economy, | 


ever you can make it profitable for them to do so, 
they will water-rot it—not because David Myerle 


| has done it before, but because they are willing to 


do whatever anybody else cando with hemp. It 
is a business they thoroughly understand, and are 


|| willing to do it, provided they can get paid for it. 


But the gentleman tells you that the business of 
water-rotting hemp has been extended since the 
commencement of Mr. Myerle’s enterprise. That 


| is true, but it is also true that the business of dew- 


rotting hemp has also been extended since that 
time. Upper Missouri raised no hemp at all but 
And why? Because the hemp- 
crowing district of Missouri isa new country. It 
has not been settled very many years. A little 


| raise hemp; but since the Kentuckians have gone 


I would respectfully advise him to turn his attention to the || 
general wasteful extravagance of Government, and stand 1 
country, and because they can make more by rais- 


sentinel over the millions, instead of exhausting his vigi 
lance in defeating a just and equitable claim for a few 
thousands. [am as much in favor of public economy as 
he can be; but at the same time I conceive the obligation 
of justice superior to those of mere penny-saving. 

I live in hope of yet seeing something done for you, and 
cannot but respect your firm reliance on whet Itis 
the sheet anchor, and though it may sometimes @rag a little, 
never fails to bring the ship up at last. 

With the best wishes for your success, [ remain your 
friend and servant, J. K. PAULDING,. 

To Davip Myerte, Esq., Washington. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, it strikes me that it is || 


difficult to add to the facts and arguments which 
nre here developed. I have stated, I believe, that 
Mr. Paulding, in another letter, says 
had remained in the Navy Department, he would 
not have permitted the hemp to have been rejected, 


being satisfied it was done improperly, and that | 


he would have secured to Mr. Myerle what was 
promised him. This matter is set forth in the 
report at some length. 

will now yield to the geritleman from Mis- 


words after he has done. 
utes of my time. 

Mr. HALL. I wish to say a very few words 
in reference to this bill; and in order to give the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bocock] abundant 
time to reply to my remarks, I shall endeavor to 


He may have ten min- 


miffutes. 

This claim, as I understand it, rests upon two 
grounds. The first is, that David Myerle intro- 
duced the process of water-rotting hemp into 
United States, and thereby rendered an important 


| service to the country, for which he has never re- 
| ceived any remuneration. That is the first ground. 


The second is, that he made a contract with the 
Secretary of the Navy to supply the Navy with 
water-rotted hemp; but that through the miscon- 
duct of the agents of the Government, his hemp 
was rejected, and thereby he has sustained a loss. 
These, as I understand it, are the whole grounds 
upon which this claim rests. Now, sir, as to the 
| first claim, the gentleman from Kentucky, {Mr. 


that if he | 





| than we should have paid Russia. 





there and cultivated the country, they have raised 
hemp—not because Mr. Myerle contracted to 
water-rot it, and broke at it. It is no such thing. 
They raise it there because it is a hemp- growing 


ing it than anything else. They did not raise it 
many years ago, because there was no one in the 
hemp-growing country to raise it. You must un- 
derstand that it requires a great deal of force to 
raise hemp. A man must have slaves, or negroes, 
and very few such persons were in the hemp- 
growing country fifteen years ago. There are 
many such there now. 

3ut the gentleman says Mr. Myerle encouraged 
the introduction of water-rotted hemp. Whereis 
the proof? Why, Mr. Myerle made a contract 
with the Government to furnish the Navy with 
water-rotted hemp at $300 a ton, when the hedien 
article could be bought for $230—for $70 more 
He made the 
contract, but broke at it, and thereby encouraged 
others to engagein it. That is the argument. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. Will the gen- 
tleman allow me to make a remark? I place this 
claim chiefly upon the ground that Mr. Myerle’s 
hemp was as good as Russian hemp, but was re- 
jected, notwithstanding that fact. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Mr. Myerle broke because 
his hemp was rejected. 

Mr. HALL. Well, sir, has not every gentle- 
mari who has advocated this claim made the same 

argument? that he made a contract with the Gov- 
ernment to furnish the Navy with water-rotted 


hemp—that he broke at it, and that he therefore 


eneouraged the practice of water-rotting hemp? 
Why, sir, is that the way to encourage a thing— 
to enter into it and then break? It seems to me 
it is the way to discourage it; and if any discour- 
agement of this process Phas been inflicted upon 
the people of this country, it has been Mr. Myerle’s 
mismanagement. He had a contract for $300 a 


| ton, and failed to make money at it; although the 


Russian hemp could be bought for $230. If this 


| had any effect at all, it was to discourage other 


people from entering into it, and not to induce 
them to adopt the process. I will, however, admit 
that Mr. Myerle did induce the people of Mis- 
souri to water-rot hemp in one way. I will tell 
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you how he did it. Hecame up into my district in 
the year 1842, and eprenoneee that he was a Navy 


agent, and was authorized by the Government 
to purchase hemp to supply the Navy. I believe, 
however, that he denies that he came there him- 
self, but that somebody else came there in his 
name, and told the people in certain publications 
that he was a Navy agent, and that if they would 
water-rot their hemp, he would give them seven 
or eight dollars per hundred. Upon that induce- 
ment and encouragement—for let it be remem- 
bered that they had never before adopted that 
mode of rotting hemp in Missouri, nor had Mr. 
Myerle ever had a hemp-rotting establishment in 
that State, if my information is correct—upon that 
sort of inducement, my constituents went into the 
business of water-rotting hemp; not because David 
Myerle had commenced it, but because he told 
them they would get eight dollars a hundred for 
that article. They prepared it for Myerle, and 
lo and behold! there was no David Myerle to 
come there for it and to pay for it. It turned out 
a misrepresentation. It turned out that my con- 
stituents were induced to spend their money upon 
a false representation, and they were obliged to 
throw their hemp into market at three or four 
dollars a hundred. That is the way heintroduced 
water-rotted hemp into my country; and if the 
committee think that that sort of process is entitled 
to a remuneration of thirty or forty thousand 
dollars, in God’s name pass the bill. 

Sut it appears to me, that if the introduction of 
water-rotted hemp into the United States is to be 
remunerated, the proper people to remunerate are 
the farmers of Upper Missouri who, upon the mis- 
representation of Myerle, went into it, believing 
they could get eight dollars a hundred for their 
hemp. 

Now, in regard to the other point—that this 
hemp was improperly rejected fs the commis- 
sioners of Boston. What evidence have you of | 
that fact? You have Myerle’s statement; you 
have the opinion of my friend from Virginia, | Mr. 
Bocock;] you have the opinion of my friend from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Stanron.] You have the opin- 
ion of those three gentlemen that the commis- 
sioners of Boston were dishonest, and this, too, | 
without a particle of evidence, so far as I can see. 
And upon that supposition of theirs, induced by 
friendship for Myerle, you are asked to appropri- 
ate $40,000. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I know nothing of Mr. My- 
erle. 

Mr. HALL. The gentleman says he knows 
nothing of Mr. Myerle; but he seems to think 
Myerle is an injured man. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Did lever say anything about | 
Mr. Myerle personally ? 
Mr. HALL. Well, sir, I have only this to say, 
that all the facts of this case taken together, ap- 
pear to me to show, that this hemp was not good 
water-rotted hemp. Now, what does the value of 
hemp depend upon? Not merely upon strength. 
Gentlemen who know anything about hemp, know 
that hemp not rotted at all, is stronger than rotted 
hemp; but it will not sell for anything in the mar- | 
ket, because it is in such a condition that it will 
not last, when exposed to weather. It is not the | 
strength of hemp alonethat makes hemp good. It 
depends upon the color; it depends upon the clean- 
liness; upon the amount of tow in it; and upon its | 
strength; upon the character of the staple, and 
many other things. Allthese taken together make | 
good hemp. 

Now, sir, this hemp of Myerle’s was presented | 
to these commissioners, who so far as I can as- 
certain were honest and capable and faithful men. 
It was presented to them, and they rejected it. | 
And what was done with it? Water-rotted hemp 
was selling at that time for $200 ton or more in | 
the market, and the contract with Myerle was | 
for $300 per ton. Did the persons who had | 
charge of Meedas hemp after its recta sell || 
this hemp for water-rotted hemp? Did they throw 
it into the market at high figures? No, sir, the 
treated it as dew-rotted hemp, and tried to sell it 
at the price that such hemp was bringing. Do | 
you suppose that Montmullen & Cornwall, (for || 
they had charge of the hemp,) admitted to be busi- | 
ness men, if this hemp had been valuable, and 
water-rotted hemp, would have sold it for $80 or 
$90 a ton, when they could have got $240 in the |) 
market? Does not the fact that they treated it as |! 
dew-rotted hemp after its rejection, prove that it |, 
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was not of the quality to sell for water-rotted 
hemp? 

Mr. BOCOCK. Now, Mr. Chairman,I wish 
to call the attention of the committee to the 
arguments made against this claim. What has 
this gentleman said in answer to my remarks? I 
will first revert to the last position he has taken 
here, and it is that the only proof we adduced that 
this hemp was improperly rejected by the com- 


missioners, was the testimony of Myerle himself, | 


the opinion of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
Stanton,] and my own opinion, and he intimated 
that such opinion sprung from some personal 
friendship for Myerle. I distinctly stated that 
Mr. Paulding, the then Secretary of the Navy, 
said that it was improperly rejected; | dictinesly 
stated that one of the commissioners believed, as 
is proved here, that it was improperly rejected, 
and I distinctly stated that the men who used it 
came forward and testified that it was as good 
hemp as was ever used in the service. And, sir, 
he meets such testimony as that, by saying that 
my Opinion springs from personal friendship for 
David Myerle. 

And what testimony does he bring forward 
when he comes to tell us about Myerle’s opera- 
tions in Missouri? Is there anything in these pa- 
pers to sustain the facts which he brings forward ? 
Not one single letter of testimony. It is all the 
declarations of the Hon. Mr. Hatt, of Missouri. 

Sir, here is the testimony in the case, upon 
which I ask the committee to rely. I do not ask 
them to rely upon my declaration, and above all, 
I do not ask the committee to rely upon his dec- 
laration. Somehow there has been a prejudice 
against this man Myerle, from the State of Mis- 
souri, but confined, I believe, to the great ex-Sen- 
ator [Mr. Benton] lately elected to this House 
from the city of St. Louis, and the gentleman 
himself, [Mr. Haxt.] I should like to know 
when Mr. Myerle went there as the gentleman 
says, by some agent, to deceive his constituents, 
whether he was one of the deceived? Did he lose 
a little from his pocket? Do all his tears flow 
from thence? 

Here is the testimony in the case, and among 
the letters we find one from Hon. James H. Relfe 
and John Jameson, of Missouri, both recently 
Representatives upon this floor from the State of 
Missouri. I will read them. 

Honerables James H. Relfeand John Jameson, 
of Missouri, says: 

‘*Tt is an important matter to the Missouri farmers, and 
would become one of the staple articles of the State; but 
that until Mr. Myerle came among them they had done but 
little in its cultivation, and it was owing to his exertions that 
the farmertiwere turning their attention to it; that through 
him many who had never thought of cultivating and pre 
paring hemp for market, had been induced to do it.”’ 

Another letter from William C. Anderson, of 
St. Louis, Missouri, to the Hon. James Farran, 
M. C., Cincinnati, Ohio, says: 

** Mr. Myerle has been largely concerned, at the instiga 
tion of the Government,in the cultivation of hemp in the 
West, in which he has expended a large amount of money, 
time, and labor, and for which he has received no remu 


neration. He isa highly honorable gentleman, and a warm 
friend and patriot.” 


There are many other letters of a similar char- 
acter going to show, as the whole history of the 
case shows, that David Myerle was the man who 
first proved to the farmers of the country that 
water-rotting hemp was practicable, and could be 
profitably engaged in. 

But the gentleman very ingeniously distorts our 
position in a manner somewhat calculated to im- 
pose upon those who have not attended very par- 
ticularly. He represents us as saying, that be- 
cause David Myerle broke, therefore others were in- 
duced to engagein the same business. Why, sir, 


| a friend here suggests that Robert Fulton himself, 


the man who discovered the applicability of steam 
to locomotion upon water—a man, too, to whose 
heirs this Government, in a spirit of gratitude 
and magnanimity, puid, after his death, $76,000, 
as a token of their appreciation of him as a public 


| benefactor, and upon no contract whatever—Rob- 


ert Fulton himself actually died insolvent, and 
was not completely successful in his world-re- 
nowned and world-gladdening enterprise; but he 
developed the idea, he gave the glorious design 
into the hands of others, and, profiting by his 
thought and his labor, we see with what brilliant 
success they have accomplished it. But, sir, how 
was Mr. Myerle unsuccessful? He showed that 
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| hemp could be water-rotted; and he went about 


and engaged men to enter upon the business. 
They, at least, induced thereto by him, pursued it 
successfully. - He delivered two hundred tons, 
and could have delivered five hundred. It was 
rejected; and the proof is, by those whe used it, 
that it was good hemp. It was not because he 
failed in it that they engaged in it, but it was be- 
cause the experiments he tried upon it were, to an 
extent successful, and showed the practicability 
of the enterprise. 

Mr. Chairman, I want to say a few words in 
relation to the history of this case. This case has 
been before Congress on some one or two other 
occasions. It has always received favorable re- 
ports at the hands of committees to which it has 
been referred, and it has never been rejected by 
the House, I believe. I have heard that it has 
never been. Once when it had passed this House 
and went to the Senate it was attacked, { think, 
by Colonel Benton alone, who, by some means or 
other, delayed it until the session of Congress 
expired, and it did not pass. 

Rear wish to say a word or two in relation to 
the amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
[Mr. Brecxiwawce.}] The gentleman does not 
ask that the House shall decide between the claims 
of this man Myerle and his constituents, Mont- 
mullen & Cornwall. The gentleman is too good 
a lawyer to ask this House to erect itself into a 
court of justice, to determine between the rights of 
David iivaie and his constituents. Hecontends 
that David Myerle is indebted to his constituents, 
and Myerle contends that he is not. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. [f contend in sub 
stance that the Government is indebted to my 
constituents, if at all; and if this $30,000 is in- 
tended to supply pecuniary losses in making these 
experiments, the losses ought to go where the 
losses fall. At all events we ought to be allowed 
to try the question. 

Mr. BOCOCK. If the Government isa indebted 
to his constituents, why did not his constituents 
come here and prosecute their claims against the 
Government? Why did his constituents wait, 
doing nothing and saying nothing, and put upon 
M yerle the expense and the trouble of prosecuting 
their claim? He ought to contend that this money 
should be paid directly to his constituents, if it be 
theirs. But the gentleman hardly contends for 
that. He admits by his amendment that a court 
of justice is the proper tribunal to decide between 
his constituents and David Myerle. David My- 
erle may owe these gentlemen. He may also owe 
other gentlemen on the same account These 
gentlemen may have a mortgage; others may have 
previous mortgages. If this debt be due there 
may be others of equal dignity. But Myerle says 
that this debt is not due. 

It would be entirely improper for this Congress 
in this state of things, with an affirmation upon 
one side and a denial upon the other, to undertake 
to settle the affairs of David Myerle, or the gen- 
tleman’s constituents. Therefore, it is simply an 
appeal to this committee, to allow his constituents 
an opportunity to assert their rights in a court of 


|| justice. Have they not had that epestune if 


this matter had come up suddenly, Mr. Chairman, 
and the money was to be delivered over to David 
M yerle without the gentleman ’s constituents know- 
ing anything about it, he might come with more 
show of reason and plausibility to ask us to allow 
time for his constituents to litigate their claim. 
But, sir, this thing has been pending before the 
House for long years past, and they have been 
lying idle. They have left Mr. Myerle, by his 
own exertions, and his own untiring energy, to 
prosecute this claim. When it is up, and likely 


| to be acted on, they come and ask us to hold My- 


erle off a little longer than we have, in order to 
give them days, and weeks, and years to do what 
they ought to have done long ago. The gentieman 
from Michigan [Mr.Srvar r] suggests to mé, very 
properly, to inquire while this matter is suspended, 
what contest do we have between these parties 
before the court? David Myerle, a poor, broken 
down pauper, David Myerle, who has spent all 
his strength and health in this cause for the service 
of the country, David Myerle, this feeble man, 


| pecuniarily and physically, against his wealthy, 


and powerful, and influential constituents! They 
can come into court with able lawyers and strong 
purses, and either conquer him at once by these 


| advantages, or fatigue him at length into submis- 
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sion. It is to be in chancery, too! How long 
would this case be hung up in chancery? Some 
of his remote dese endants might prove that these 
men had no claim upon Myer le, and per! haps ret 
something from the hands of the Government for 
the services of their ancestor. 
and at rest, 

r. MiLison] suggests that if the 
Government recognizes its obligation to Myerle 
for 430,000, wou id it not have to pay interest for 
the time the case was held in court? When the 
Government passes a law acknowledging its obli 
gation to Myerle for $30,000, what right has it, 
without paying interest, to hold that money back? 
Now, sir, with these views I submit it to the car 

lor and justice of the committee, whether this 
amount ought not to be paid to him? I do not 
wish it to be thought by any tl have been 
rashly drawn into the advocacy of any claim here 


that stands upon a loose and tumbling basis, and 


nid be | rig de id 


My collearue | M 


is sustained by insufficient proof. I have some 


pride of consistency in a course of rigid economy. 
Chat is the only feeling I have about it, except 
that justice shall be done. Mr. Paulding we 


calls the attention of the country to the 


| 


liberality 


: ' : 
of Congress towards railroad companies, one of 


, 
which, in the State Missouri, represented in 
part by that honorable and efficient member, [Mr. 
Hawt »| has obtained this session 3,000,000 acres 
of the public land as a gratuity. Fattened and 
bloated with that enormous bait, he comes now 
in pride of power to browbeat and drive away 
old David Myerle,as he stands at the door of jus- 
tice and asks for the little pittance to which his 
services and losses entitle him. 

Mr. HALL 
enucting ciause. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opin- 
ion that before that motion can 
tion must be taken upon the 
ment. 

Mr. HALL. I then move to insert into the 
amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
(Mr. Brecuinripce,] after the word ‘* Cornwall”’ 
the words Missouri.’’ 


onfess my reat astonishment that the 


1 move to strike out al! after the 


be made the ques- 
pending amend- 


‘Sand citizens of I must 
entleman 
should manifest so much excite- 
ment because I modestly endeavored to express 
my dissent to this bill. I shall, notwithstanding, 
give utterance to the opinion I entertain with re- 
rard to bills which come before me for my official 
action. Itis my desire at all times to have the 
good opinion of that gentleman, but I shall dis- 
charge my duty even at the risk of incurring his 
displeasure. He intimates that I have been moved 
to a hostility for this bill for the reason that I 
have suffered from Myerle’s misconduct. I tell 
the rentl man most distinetly that he is mistaken. 
I was not affected by Myerle’s misrepresentations, 


irom Virgini a 


not being at the time afarmer. I was young and 
he law, and had 
as much as 1 could do to attend to my profession; 
but I did see old needy farmers, induced by the 
misrepresentations of Myerle, incur great expense 
for the purpose of water- rottil g their hemp. I 


just commencing the practice of t 


have heard these men complain of the inj astice 
inflicted upon them by his misrepresentations. I 
should indeed bea faithless Re presentative of those 
men and of justice, were I to permit this man to 
receive the $30,000 provided for by this bill, for 
swindling my consti iuents. The gentleman says 
my testimony is only the testimony of myself. 
Well, sir, the testimony the gentleman introduces 
here to bolster up this claim 1s the unsworn testi- 
mony of ex-members of Congress. I presume 
my word is at least as good as that of persons not 
known within this Hall, or of gentlemen who 
were here once and who discharged their duty 
with no more credit than myself. If the rentle- 
man wishes proof, why, as chairman of the com- 
mittee controlling this bill, has he not hunted for 
it? Why has he looked only for proof upon one 
side? Why has he presented himself b efore the 
committee like a feed attorney denounc 
opp osing the bill? 

Mr. BOCOCK. Does the gentleman mean to 
insinuate that [ am a feed attorney in this case? 

Mr. HALL. No, sir; I mean to say that the 
gentleman has manifested the spirit of a feed at- 
torney. Ido not believe that the gentleman has 
any pecunis ary interest in the bill. I ask the gen- 
tleman why he did not endeavor to obtain all the 
evidence in the case? While hunting for evidence 


upon one side, why did he not upon the other? 


ng those 


But Myerle himself 


Why was it wh ‘did not wk to ascertain at what 
time the process of water-rotting hemp was first 
mntrobunsé into America? He could have easily 
possessed himself of that fact. He should have 
made himself acquainted with the operations of 
Myerlein Missouri. I suppose he was influenced 
by the consideration that duty did not impose upon 
him such troublesome labor. He should, how- 
ever, be willing to receive evidence when volun- 
tarily tendered him, and not turn from it as from 
a pestilence. The evidence I offer is but the evi- 
dence of myself, because—— 

[Here the hammer fell. 

Mr.CHANDLER. I wish this business may 
be brought to a termination. I believe, upon the 
whole, that it would be cheaper for the Govern- 
ment to pay this man what seems justly due to 
him, than for us to waste the public money by 
these debates, especially when thereby we del: ay 
public business necessary to be ac complished be- 
fore we can leavethis city. I have listened to the 
exposition of this case—to the explanation made 
by my colleague, [Mr. Frorence,] and to the dis 
cussions from day to day upon it, and I have been 
strengthened in the conclusion at which I arrived 
a long time ago, that thisman, David Myerle, has 
a valid claim upon the Government for the money 
which the bill p roposes to pay him. He was evi- 
dently emy loyed by the Secretary of the Navy, in 
the belief ‘that that functionary had the richt to 
engage his services and pay for them. He pro 
ceeded in his work, but met with the Sea tion 
of his property, to which allusion has been made. 
This mode of dealing with the public servants has 
become not only injurious to our charac ter, but, 
if it were not contrary to dignity and what is due 
to this body, I should say it has become almost 
discraceful to ourselves. Congress too often un- 
dertakes to throw itself upon its sovereignty to 
deny the rights of individuals, and places it- 
self in a position which, if any merchant of this 
country would venture to do, he would find his 
place vacated in any respectable exchange in any 
commercial community. 

Mr. JOHN W. HOWE. I rise to a question 
of order. My colleague is not speaking to the 
pending amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would remind 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania that the ques- 
tion 1s upon the amendment oiiered by the gentle- 
man from Missouri [Mr. Hatt] to the amendment 
of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Breckin- 
RIDGE. | 

Mr. CHANDLER. Did not the gentleman 
move to strike outthe entire bill after the enacting 
clause? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman afterwards 
modified his motion, and moved to insert certain 
words into the amendment of the gentleman from 
Kentucky. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Certain words that vi- 
tiated the bill, whilst [ desire to strengthen it. We 
are bound in honor as well as inlaw to meet the 
case before us. I do not wish, however, to pro- 
ceed out of order. I do not wish to waste the 
time of this body. If the committee will proceed 
to a vote, I will take my seat. This evidently has 
come and appeal led to us day after day. 

The C HAIRMAN. The Chair is called upon 
to enforce the rule, and the gentleman must, there. 
fore, confine his remarks to the amendment of the 
gentleman from Missouri; which is to insert after 
the word ** Cornwall,’’ in the amendment of the 
centleman from Kentucky, the words ‘ and citi- 
zens of Missouri.”’ 

Mr. CHANDLER. I will only say further, 
that all amendments, and all amendments to amend- 
ments that stand in the way of the passage of this 
bill—that are lets and hindrances, are inconsistent 
with my views of the rights of the petitioner, 
whose claims I would advocate. I therefore op- 
pose the amendment of the gentleman from Mis- 
souri, [Mr. Haut,] because if the bill should pass 
with that amendment, the sufferer, by the non-ful- 
fillment of the nation’s contract, would not be ben- 
efited, and instead of legislating to redress those 
whom the officers of Government have injured, 
and whom our delay has made to suffer, we only 
do that which of right the courts of law are com- 
petent to perform. 

Gentlemen are impatient, and I am regarded as 
out of order, and therefore I will forbear. 

Mr. LETCHER moved that the committee 


rise. 
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The question was taken, and, upon a division, 
there were—ayes 42; noes not counted. 

Mr. CABLE demanded tellers; which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Letcner, and Harris of 
Tennessee, were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers 
reported that there were ayes 56, noes 60. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

Mr. HALL. I move to diminish the amount 
of money to be paid one half. I only wish to 
notice the change made in the inspection of hemp, 
which was alluded to by the gentleman from Vir 
ginia. It is true that such a change has been 
made with regard to the inspection of hemp as 
was stated; but I apprehend if the gentleman 
from Virginia will extend his researches a little 
further, he will find that change was not made be 
cause it was presumed that the Boston people 
were dishonest and knavish, or that they were 
unable or unwilling to do justice to the hemp 
rrowers of the West. . 

Mr. ORR. I risetoa question of order. It is 
not in order for the gentleman -from Missouri, 
{[Mr. Hatt,] in discussing the amendment he has 
offered, to do anything more than explain the 
amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. That isthe opinion of the 
Chair. The gentleman must confine himself to 
the amendment. 

Mr. HALL. I wish to show why a part of 
the money should go to Cornwall and a part to 
David Myerle; and in order to do this, | must 

say something about the inspection at Boston. 
That is the ground upon which it rests. This 
inspection was changed from Boston to different 
points in the West, not because it was supposed 
that the people of Boston were knavish 





Mr. ORR. The gentleman cannot make the 
lication in five minutes. [Laughter.] 
“Pr. HALL. Iwill make x ina minute. The 


c hange was made on the ground that if the people 


of the West were to raise hemp, they could not 
go to the expense of sending it to Boston to be in 

spected, where it might possibly be rejected, and 
in consequence the hemp growers of the West 
might be subjected to great loss. It was con- 
sidered of great importance, if western farmers 
should grow hemp for the Navy of the United 
States, that it should be inspected at their doors, 

or at least at western cities, where, if it was reject 

ed, they might not sustain loss, but convert it to 
other purposes inthe West. That was the ground 
upon which the change in the inspection was 
made, and it was made from no apprehension of 
unfairness or injustice on the part of Boston peo- 
ple. That is the only point which I wish to no- 
tice in theargument of the gentleman. There are 
many points made by him to which I would like 
to allude, but I have not the time. 

Mr. BOCOCK. [do not intend to occupy five 
minutes time. I merely rise for the purpose of 
saying that perhaps the remarks of the gentleman 
from Missouri [Mr Hatt] might lead to the im- 
pression that I had brought an accusation against 
the citizens of Boston of being knavish and pre- 
of the 
West. The gentleman will do me the justice to 
say that I did not make any such argument as 

that. I might have intimated, and I think that 


| intimation was made by the gentleman from Ten- 


nessee, (Mr. Stanton,] the chairman of the Naval 
Committee, that full and exact justice was not 
done by its commissioners to this hemp-growing 
interest; but I did not mean to makea sweeping 
charge against the people of Boston, or its com- 
missioners, of being knavish and hostile to the 
hemp-growing interest of the West. 

Mr. HALL. There is another statement which 
the gentleman did make, that this bill had never 
been rejected by the House. Now, by reference 
io the Congressional Globe of the second session 
of the Thirtieth Congress, I find that it was re- 
jected by the following vote—yeas 7], nays 95. It 
was laid upon the table by that vote. 

Mr. BOCOCK. When the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. Hatt] asked me if I made that 
a I told him that I made it to the best of 

knowledge 
Mr. HALL. Certainly. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I had examined the proceed- 

ings of the House. I found that it had passed 


the committee, and from the statement of others, 
I had been led to judge that it was lost in the Sen- 
ate. I remember distinctly to have known that 
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